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There 15 no wmaversally accepted entenion for optimal age to mmplement mafial
Dhstorion Product Otcacoustic Emmssion (OAE) heanng screemng m
caesarean-delivered (CD)) neonates, although suggeshons from vanous
researchers are avalable. As an mubative step, this study was amed at
determuning the most optmmim age for DPOAE screemng m CD neonates. A
descnpfive cross-sectional study was camed out om 101 full term
(=3 TWeeks) CD necnates who were subjected to DPOAE heanng screemng
dunng neonatal age of 042 howurs, 9-11 days and 23-253 days, respectively.
Any necnate faling the thurd screen was subjected to a detailed heaning
evaluation. Failure rates of 67.3%, 12.36% and 1.23% were cbiammed dunng
0-48 hours, 9-11 days and 23-25 days of lfe, respectively. Compared with
first DPOAE heanng screenng group (048 howurs), famlure rate among
second DPOAE group (9-11 days) was sigmficantly 5.4 fold lower (67.3%-
12 36%) whereas falure rate among third DPOAE group (23-25 days) was
most sigmficantly 54.7 fold (67.3%-1.23%) lower. Only one neonate faled
the third DPOAE screen, and the detaled heanng evaluation results for the
balbry reported normal heaning sensitivity. The study findings suggest that the
age of mifial DPOAE heanng screemng of CD babies should be postponed
beyond 42 hours of necnatal age and the most cptmmm age range for
neonatal hearing screening for caesarean delivered babies 1s at 23-25 days.
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