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The purpose of this study was to deternune the prevalence of Noise Induced
Heaning Loss (NIHL) and the use of Personal Heaning Protechon Devices
(PHPDs) among Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinder mfusion factory
workers m Biryagama 5n Lanka. 79 workers who were exposed to noise m
the working environment vohmteered to parficipate m this cross-sectiomal
study. Data were collected throush screemng audiclogical evaluations,
diagnoshic andiclogical evaluations, mterviewer-adnimstered case histones
and a questionnaire. Four sound level meter measurements were taken in the
open work area dunng a regular work shift and average noise exposure level
mn the worksite was calculated using those measurements. The mean age of
the participants was 32.67 (SD=8.37) years. The mean work duration was
5.53(5D=4 62) years. The average noise exposure level m the worksite was
072dBA 203% (p=79) of the workers had signs of NIHL. NIHL was
assoclated with age (p=0.02) and the knowledge regarding the use of PHPDs
as a prevention method was lugh (97.3%). Self-reported use of PHPDs was

69 6%. The major complamt of the non-users was discomfort. There was an
assoclafion between work duration and PHPDs use (p=0.02). NIHL was

assoclated with use of PHPDs (p=0.017}. Despite having good knowledge of
PHPDs. use of PHPDs was nmch less. Industnal authonties should mstihite

heanng conservation programmes and should smctly momtor
implementation of noise regulations.
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