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Every child's and adult’s nght to commmmicate 15 a basic human nght,
promoted by the Disabibity Fights Movement However, the use of
Augmentative and Altermative Commmmication (AAC) modes remains
ambiguous, possibly dependent on soclo-cultwral and ecomommc factors
mfluencing the understanding of and access to AAC devices. The findings
from a UK-based project (2013) stressed the need to provide AAC framing
and leamming provision to all stakeholders. The am of this study was to
uncover the cumrent uinderstanding of and use of AAC among 30 teachers, 30
caregivers and 10 cluldren with cerebral palsy. Qualitative and quanhtative
data were gathered wia a survey and open-ended mterviews with the AAC
users encouraged to use available commmmication devices and artwork.
Although a majonty of special education teachers had heard of AAC
systems, mamly of Bliss symbols, m confrast to Mamstream teachers,
overall, there was a propensity towards favonng oral commumnication There
was a hmited understanding of the concept of AAC and a persons’ nght to
use alternative and augmentative commumcation modes by a majonty of
teachers and caregivers. The use of AAC systems is very limited, based on
the awareness and access to a speech therapist and 1f used, mamly limuted to
the speech therapy sessions mn the school. The cluld participants favored the
Bighlac switches and the attention-seeking bells on low-tech AAC devices
where available. While the younger children used the commmmication charts
duning speech therapy sessions, the older children were less enthusiastic
about using low-tech commmication boards and books.
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