‘lhuugh one refers to Indian Tamil us « mng}c entity, its

m#; from place to place, Equally, (so called) Sri Lankan
il '_:— aj={ i phical dllﬂﬂﬂhﬂ]ﬂkﬂi in -Illﬂ'm m"lmulu Trincomulee,

alled Indinn Tamil. This is the dialect spoken by Indian Tarmil
o are about 40% of the Tamil speaking population in the country,
‘people are the descendents from those who were brought 1o Sr)
pean planters o work on the tea und Jor rubber plantations in
thlu: V9% century and the first part of the 20 century. They

iving in the hill sides of the country in tew/rubber plantationsfestates
‘Estute Tamils' (Nagita, 1988:7). In the past, they were duily
£5 in the tea and for rubber estates. Therefore, they were also
'Cooly Tamils’ (Wells, 1927). These Estate Tamils or their ancestors
ent parts of South India and belonged o communities with different
tic backgrounds prior to their amival in St Lanka. When they
sland they were accommodated in plantation sites disregarding
inguistic differences. This led various dinlects of Tndian Tamil to
h one another during the last century. Since this merging and



