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Classical Sinhala Literature from about the Y th centitry! £
century A.D. comprised mostly prose and verse warks, and very litle
The prose and verse of classical Sinhala Literature were areatly influer
Pali uid Sanskrit Literature. Bun drama, one of the most developed | ;
Sarskrit Literatire. Seems to have had no npteworthy impact on carly
Literature. According to "Dambadeni Kathikavatha™ (A hook of
Buddhist monks) which was written during the reign of king Parakr
who came to the throne in 1235 AL Do verse and drmm were louked upo
disfavourand were therefore censured and discarded. Many seholars cg
this asone of the reasons is to why the et of dramahus not come Lol
umportant role i Sinhali Literature. Buddhism did not encourage the:
Upamil (drimaturgy ) as ivwas anart form which was o Be viewed ing
hence 1t was liable o hinder the sensory restraint of petple The history ul"
<hows that the composition of drima was based on the living dramatic arn
noton boaks. The dbsence of wrtten dramatic Itermure can be attriboted iy
fiaet it mostof the literary menwere Buddhist monks whocoudd not pirticipss

in dramatic arts.”

From the enliest ties there hus been s form ol countiy dinee perti
L dueeens and atua s ancthe Tolklore o ceremuies W ivike [le=sihgs of
peopleswho necdwd them to ealcertaby atfments The s frolarly opinion is
those Foilk dranias Fannd no place in Literatpre as the s didd no please the lirer

fen,’

Ceremonies biscd o virious belicts, flies and piioals which were G
among (he villagers have survived sinee ancient imes i dre i practice eved
today, The dim of hiying Lhose coremanies Wis 1 16 phe Blessinigs on e
whiovwere mdisposed in varions wiys, They sere it Held For et enjoymen
or entertainnent. Yot they il some sort of dramalic smportance iy thedt
performance Tt iy be assumed that ceremonies amd devil dinges e

progusors of the miodern Sinhaly drami.

Eurifier i s evident thar three rypes of Tolk dranmi were quite popilae
amone the villigeys: thit ware mcani Pasdcally 1o provide imusdient,
engoyment, They ware the Gokari. Kol and Nadiggam’ lonms ol drama.
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