Abstract:

SINHALA — WORD — PHONOLOGY
W. S. Karunatillake
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lihldﬂnum phonemic units, allophonic assignment, phonemic contrasts and
distribution, und syliabic constimtion.

0. Sameof the phonological properties of the 'Word'in Colloquial sinhala (C. S )
ure: presented in this paper within u structural frame- work. The varfation is that
of normal - tempo.

I Segmental Sounds

Ll Yowels
Vowels in Sinhala ure generally,

u v h = Ll

b nasalized in the environment of nasal sounds;

€ haveaglotial-stopon setin absolute nitial position of words. and a glottal
- stap offset when final of a word:

d slightly tenser when immediately followed by astop- cluster,

e high vowels are slightly lowered in closed syllables, before
retrofiex stops, and also in open - -sylluble when followed by a low- vowe]
In the subsequent syllable . i, i=>E (.5¢); u-->U (.. 50), e->E (.5 )
O3

These features will not be marked in the transcription. .

% B high, front, unrounded short vowel.

L "watist’ dina date’ iwrs  over
va ‘instinct’ diva. ‘longue’ irana ‘tearing
i ‘sun’ pina ‘merit’ a2 Cearlier
pirimi  ‘males’ pini ‘dew' Akili - Ctwigs'
siits  custom'  miti 'short’ padovi ‘ramks’

1. The variety of C.S taken up for discussion here fx that which Is spoken around Colomho.
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