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THE SURFACE CASE SYSTEM IN SINHALA

Abstruet:

The aim of this paper i to investigate the surfice case systed i’ Sinhals, At the
hegmnning a general discussion hus been mode about the traditonal view of Lie
Giss Kystem.

Then the cose system of collogquial Sinhaln has been examined snd concluded that
loperates with a five - lerm system. Secondly, it has been stated that the |
mmﬁmmmﬂmhmmmmamwm
the written Sinhala operates within a sis-term case system. The names of the cates
have hunﬁmuﬁﬁumﬂﬂrmimplmmm huunulyn
symbeolic value,

Sinhala is the Language spoken hquhﬁtyufﬂﬁmmmmumrm
of thie population in Sri Lanka.

From historical point of view, Sinhala is a Modern Indo-Aryan Langusge
which-is related 10 Vedic Language ot Old Sanskrit in Indi. The Chronicles of the
istan, Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa, say that the flrst Aryan colonization in the island
happened in 500 B, C Sinee then, the language which was spoken by them gradually

and systematically changed. The phonology, morphology and syntax of the Modern
Sinhals Kold i great difference from that of old Indo-Aryan.

Modern Sinhala has an ﬂlhurmnnfwumwﬁm which has been de-
scribed in detail by ummmmmm'my have been influenced
mainly by South Indian gramr

I The present study is made on the surface case system of Modenm Sinhala from
the structural point of view. So that the case is determined solely by the form
of 0 nominal. Al the lust section of this paper an attempt is made to study the
case system of written Sinhala in refution to spoken Sinhala.

2. See Siddhonta Purdksamaya Inioduction by W. F. Goonawardhane, 1959 edition.
Associgted News Mapers Co. Lid. Colembo.



