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B. C. Law

The History of Buddba's Religion by e B.
in 1861 A. D. by a monk named Pafifiasimi, Panifadmi's work is not u original e il
but a rendering of a Burmese text into Pali as the introduction ta the pali test clearly.
shows. The author categorieally declares. not only in the introduction but also in the
colophon of the book, that he translates Buemese into pali for the reason that
original was not useful to the people of other countries. In the colophan, he
sincere enoiugh 1o mention the names of $1i Lankan Buddhist monks who requ
hirm o do this trinslation. 1 refer to these facts. though in bric. for two reasons. F
thie readers who go through Law's introduction of his translation would doul
suthoity and suthenticity of the Sasanavanisa, taking it erroncously as a hook witten
s late as the nineteenth century. Secondly, nowhere in Law's introduction is 3
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reference made to those who instigated Paffiisam| to translate the Burmes: A
into Pali. The impression that Law has stiempted to give is that Pafifisimi wiote the
Sasanavamsa originally in Pali on his own enthusiasm | ]
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Judging from the fact that Pafiasami's translation is based on very much older
aterial of which the chronology cannot be determined due to lack of evidence, the
Savanavamsa is 1 source which is historically important and interesting. Pafiaiasami’s
attempt is not a mere translation. At the very outset be declares that he would compan
the Burmese original  with other texts, obviously indicating the texts Tike
Sumantupasidika. Dipavamsa and Mahdvamsa, In fact, the  Sdsanavamsa owe
credibility to the Pili Commentaries and Chronicles written in Sri Lanka after |

story of Buddhism up 1o the time of i Third Council held in the tine of
and the despatch of missionaries by the Elder Mogaaliputta Tissa to nine
Lanka, Suvannabhiiii, Yonaka, vanavii. Aparanta, Kasniira- Gandhira

Buddhism, chapter three being the history of Buddhi sm in Lower Burma and
six being the history of Buddhism in Upper Burma, The fact that thess ) ¢
cover mare than half of the book points 1o the aim and ambition of Piinks
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