A UNIQUE ARDHANARI BRONZE
FROM SRI LANKA
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The aim of this short artiole s to mnke some observations o s urigue
bronee jeom, which is mow being exhibited in tho Culombo Notibnal Museumn,
This brouge statuette wis unearthed at o depth of sixty centimeters from an
exeavation nenr thesouth westérn cornde of the inner precinsts of the
Ablnyngitd Vikara at Anurddhapura.! The iron  which messures nineteen
ventimeters in hight, is cast in the eire perdue or lost wax technique.

The imsge has four hands and two legs and fewssents a compoaite male
‘and female figure, with the lefi half male a4 rig'tl hall fepnle, ' The lowsr
part of the right half of the figare, (e the fom e Wall), is olsd in o dhoti knd
the single heavy brenst js coversd with a kicabandhe or breast band, The
hair on this half of the head onsembos dow o it the shoulder. The ear is
mdarned with a kundale. The omamwnt aron el B aock is n small mali
or peckince with a pendant, The sems are ador o with baugles. The rear
hand is raiand and holds o saibha or 0o wh wiil«the £ 09t and s hanging down
in the lole hasto mudrd or the hvigig om zestire. The face In somewhad
oval in shape wil exifhits a delicite 4alfsmile.

I tlhe Lft KALE of the figare, (i.e he mals Yalf), o « lowr girment, probably
A tigereakin covers anly half the thigh T lair is formed in to s jogd makuga.
The ear is adorned with o kumdalo. T @ rear Jeft ‘rund s raised aml holds
oobts whose hood is extended forward from the shonlder, The front laft
hand is in kateka mudri,

The figure as & whole is in & dancing posture. with the left leg slightly
raised from the growwl, and the weight of the body resting on the right leg,
The npper part of the body is bent towanls the loft, while the Jower paet i
comsiderably inolised to the right in e graceful nnd rhythmic manuwer.

There are at least two opinions regarding the identity of this statuette,
Dr. Chanedrd Wickramagamnge believes that the figure represents Ardhandri-
Nufedvars in the form of Hari-Haga? Dr. A H Mirando i of  the view that
this figure ean be ileutifiod ss that of Avalokitedvars and his dakii?
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