ALAS IN MEDIEVAL SRI 'LANKAN HISTORY :
A STUDY OF TWO CONTRASTING ROLES

A LIVANAGAMAGE

* Tho Island of Bri Lanks, situsted ot the tip of the Indien subcontinent,
ated from the mainlagd hvnmrwwmﬂ:hmmﬂu&'dftmym
. hns bean ropentedly uxpmnd to the impiot of politieal developments

o - The principal architects of thu Isinnd's ancient eivilization

By Buddhians; wors tho Binhalose ‘who had migratad from dilfaret
of Northern India to form settloments in the sonthern Island.  Their

age il literature, arl and architecture, and most other components
of their onltare as testified to by & wholo range of literary and archacologioal
“evidenoe spread over the cerituries, point to their North Indian affinities."
I thie course of time. however, and quite naturally in the geopolitieal eontext,
8l Lanka came into olose contact with her neighbours in the mainland of
" the far south, While there is & substantial body of evidenos on commereiaj
‘nnd eultural relations betwesn Bei Lanka and South India, 8 more prominent
m itn the historical records of the Island wre the politics]l ralutions with
Benith Indis, which stands out clearly with the progressive evolution of historical
Kingdoms in the mainland, more particulatly those of the Colas and the
Pandyas in the enst const of Bouth India. These relstions took the form of
political adventurers from Bouth India seeking their fortune in the Island,
wresting power and ruling for brief spells, such incidents being recorded from
as early as the socoud century B.C. These enrly inoursions had developed
into powerful organised invasions by the ninth and tenth centuries. These
developments reached s climax with the Coja oceupation of Rajarata for
almost one half of the eloventh century (1017-1070).2

r In this paper, however, we are not concernsd with thess events, but with
two different and indeed oontrasting situations which, nevertheless, have
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