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Tn 8rt Lanka, the V.0.€. aimed it monopolising for ftself sl the major
- profit-giving artioles of the export and import trade  This objective was
ot confined only to the constal territorics whieh were under its control, but
also extended to the independent kingdom of Kandy, which too posssssed
W: sonstal avefis in' the Island, including two ports of wignificance:

Puttalam on the north-west const snd Kottiyar i the northeenst.  Although
the Tresty of May 1638 between the Duteh Compiny hiid the king of Kandy
gavo them & privileged position anly with regand tu certain articlon of trade
Aincluding the ull-important cinnamon); and although there was also cxprosa
o rov mistusl trade betwesn Kandy and the Coromsndel coast, the
Dutch deliborntely sot out to prevent any contects, rading or otherwise,
botween Kandy and the putside world, It may b noted in pussing that they
bad polities], strategic and econcmis considerations n mind  when they
attempted to isolnte the kingdom in that mannert

The fact, however, in that during the period under disoussion they wers
seldom able to completely cut off Fandy from the Indian consts, espedially
She Coromandel. For one thing. it was no essy matter to patrol the rathor
extensive and difficilt north-western nnd nevth-eastern poasts of the Ialand
in successful fashion, especially when the porsonnel on the crusing Duteh
-vessels were ausceptible to the bribery of merelianty attompting to ovade
the blockade. For another, the Kandyan state was powerful enotgh during
pericd to foree the Duteh, from time to time, to follow more acoommixdiat-
policies, eapecially during the many yeors of the seoond half of the the
ateenth century and the first holf of the vighteenth when the latter felt
salves 1o be particularly vulnerable on account of Huropean wars with
and the Froneh (which had their roperoussions in Asia  too).
o the local factors that made the position of the Binhulese kingdom
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