VILLAGE TRIBUNALS IN CEYLON :
THEIR ESTABLISHMENT, OPERATION AND
SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS, (1871 1883)
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Village Trilumals, popalacly rofeerad to kd Gumbbbing wern entabli
stder the Village Communities Qsdingnce No. 26 of 1871 The Ondis
is bportant both i the admiiisteative s jndicial history of Svi i
While the Ordinance Lsid down the procedure for making roles pertainig
villago matters. the breashes of the rules were to be frind by the Vill
Tribunals. The rules were to be made by Villige Committees appoiite .
meotings of the villagers. [ addition to trying breavhes of such roles, th
Vm'ﬂﬁhuhsh were granted & limited jurisdiction to henr minor eivil and
eriminnl cases The implementation of the Village Communitics Ordinanes
sl the estabilishment and operation of tie Village Tribuuale also Lid wide
saviul implications, and throw light on the sosial lidstory of the flagd,

Conndil, eoferring 1o the incresss of Petty oriminel charges, larguly false,
whith during the preveding vetrs hund by institnted in the minor Courts,
and coneeding thit this could b attributed to Uthe defeative working of
thoss oourts themselves™, shenrved. that the real evil lay deeper than iy the
mero aotioi of the Courts. This wholesalo institution of (alss charges, he
il was “evidenice of the prevalence of rancorons foaling befween titigants
arising out of presions offences . ™ Referring to the eharncter of these dis-
puites. he waid, that the great majority of petty oriminal complaints, whother
true or fulsn, originated i disputos ahout Property or luad which gave rise
te charger and caunter oharges of eatils trespnss, malicions injuries to foneos
atid - bousidaries, thefis of fowl, sssault. threats and other trivial offenows.

_ Robinson declurad that *'in. tormer times complaints of this nature were
disposed of suminarily on the spot, but our rule has destroyed every vistige
of the system of Village Government and has given the people in its pluce
ubont forty minos courts soattered over the whale oouritey, presided over

L. Hobinson's spenchs, Disbates of (s Lagialative Council, 1871,
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