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The electoral viotory of the Mahajans Eksath Peratitna (MEP) led by
the SLFP has boon deseribed 45 o “'odltural revolugion™’, *'a radicnl whift of
power in Bri Lanka's politics", and o lundemurk in 8ei Tanka’s higtory.!  Sume
snthaors went o fir e to spoak of *“the dethronstient 6f the wosterniped alite’
or. tho “replscemont” of “the westerniesd bourgeoisie” by the “natiorial
hourgeakdic™? Weo know, now, that this was a geas overestimpte.  As early
s 1062, Heotor Abliayavisrdans rembtded ws of whist showld have been obious:
thist the westernized political olite remained & doninant politisal force and
were in the process of adapting themuslved 16 the new, tretds ?

But having cast this sort of qualification. very fow would heny that 1he
evonts of 1966 constituto 4 signifimnt stage in oor fsland history; that tley
b the g #e of Sinhala Buddhist natiomnlism in ways that ave soitinmed
to influence the course of evets, politics] and othetwise, Partioolar signifie-
anoe is nttached to the cimstallation of sosinl forces which powsred the vietary
of the MEP. Tn thoso days these sosial forces swwke popularly desaribed as
the Pumea Muhi-Bulavigaya: that s, Samga- Veda-Guru-Govi- Rambkary,
In associstion with the lnndelide victory of the MEP suth deseriptive gonerali-
sations should not he allowed to wislsad us. ¢ must be recalled that the
UNP receivod 27 yer cont of the total electaral vote na aghingt 40 e pent
for the MEP and 105 per cont for the two Left poarties * and the UNP vate

* 0.0 Mendin Muroornl Laeture, 1051, Colsmbe, raprodased with the permibesion of
this G.00. Mendia Momarial Traat. Tho opening fiacegraiih ks busn g
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