SUFFICIENCY IN RICE PRODUCTION IN

SRI LANKA: PATTERNS AND TRENDS

Sell-sufficiency in rice production has long been a priority in
development  planning in ‘?rlidl.anh Although the production of
paddy in the island has been increasing in the recent past the n
zation of this geal is yet to come. [n 1977, for instance, approximate!
533,000 tannes of rice had to be imported in order to meet the island’s
rice requiremaents. Also, 548,000 tounes of wheat flour were imported
im that year to supplement the cereal needs of the ]fsmpie. It should
be noted that imports of rice and wheat ascounted for 30.7 percent
of the total value of imports in that year!

It should alse be noted that in Sri Lanka, the process ammed at
sell-sufficiency in rice production is anly one facet of the overall and
camplex mechanism of development planning, By this it is implied
that the predeminance of rice sub-sector should not overshadow the
significance of the other sectors of the cconomy. Therefore, in p’imlﬁ
u:.e;uumﬁm: of such resources as land (and mwglwmup .
to the rice sub-sectot it is of prime importance tohave a knowledge
the country's requirements of rice %o thit any possible miss-allocation
of scarce resources can be avoided. An examination of the level and
patterns of the sufliiency intics ?eculm:dan inagiven period, therefare,
may provide an assessment of returns to the investments made
duting that period on which fature planning (especially regional
Planning ) may be organized on 4 more rational basis.

The term sufficiency in rice production may be interpreted in
several ways. First, an estimation of the eountry’s rice requirements
can be made on the assumption that wheat—the sscomd cereal food
uf Sri Lanfcans—will be givenits due plage in their diet. If this assump-
o i tised it s implied that although the country s self-suicient
in rice production we nead to impart wheat to supplement the
needs. On the other hand, it can also be assumad that there
no wheat availeble for consumption aad that postion of eereal
hitherto supplied by wheat, will have to be supplied with
future, In this case, self-sufliciency in rice production can be
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