-

o

SOME ASPECTS OF PRE-BUDDHISTIC PHILOSOPHY
AS REFLECTED IN THE SUTTA-NIPATA
(A Preliminary Study)

S. G. M., Weerusinghe

§1. The Surte-Nipdata (Sn.) is a collection (<nlpdfa <Ini-f pat, to full)
of certnin discourses (sufras) attributed to the Buddha, The work consists of
five vaggas or Books. They are the Uraga-vagga, the Culla-vagga, the
Mahd-vagga. the Althaka-vagge and the Pardyena-vagga. The five vaggas
together consist of some 1149 verses und some prose. The texl seenis Lo repre-
sent the earliest stage of metrical Pali. The language is simple but is not free
fram poetic embellishments as; for exumple, seen in verse No. 932 which is but
a clear instance of the arthdntaranydva; a figure of speech drawing a general
conclusion from several fore-going particular propasitions.’ The frst book
cansisting of 12 supras is called Urage-vagge probably because it has Uraga-
surta #s its first sermon.  The second book comprising 14 swrras is cal fed
Cullg-vagga possibly because the compiler might have considered them as
being short (cuffa) discourses. The third book with 12 suttas is called Mahd-
vagga perhaps on account of its having some comparatively long (mahd)
sermons. The fourth book with 16 suttas is called Afthaka-vagga or Book
of Octads. But, in fact, there are only four discourses in the form of octad
(afthaka). The fifth book derives its name from the word purdyana meaning
“the way o the other shore™. It was used by Pingiya the Brahmin as a
collective term referring to the teaching of the Buddha in addressing his
former gury. Bavdrin living on the banks of the river Gedhavari (Sn. 1131).
One may thus notice the absence of @ unifying struciural principle in the
compilation of the Sutta-Nipdta® The two vaggas, the Afthaka and the
Pardyana seem o represent the original form of the Surra-Nipdta. for they
together with the Khaggavisgha-sutta of Book One are commented on in the
Muhd-Niddesa (Ndl) and the Culla-Niddesa (Nd 2). The Surte-Nipdra.
especially the two vaggay, the Affhaka and the Pdrdyana. represent some
aspects of the earliest form of Buddhism.
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