5 ; one is the pure salvation aspect ofit, the
These two strands ofien are intertwined, but
them as conceptually separate. The use of
of a given socio-political system is reférred
logy. The use of religious beliefs byideological
aining and justifying positions and systems
Hnbh:m of the religion.

* society and perhapsstill has charazteristics of
il set up, the society. economy, and polity are
tons of domination and subordinution. It is an
sses Of peasants producing a surplus and a here-
:ﬂnhillly enjovitg the (ruits there of. To justify
) s beliets are made vse of by the ruling elements,
i w'nr virtually every organised religious sysiem

o the founder's personal presence has vanished. Such
and &um.tmtlﬁn 15 ol‘paﬂimlar scientific interest

t to explore how certain ldmminind with
 the kingly rule in the country.

' 1‘-&5 held as an mmple of an Hﬂl khwup
it this concept of Asoka a4 anideal is not nececssarily
d in his inscriptions, but un “Asoku” developed
¢ vssociuted with the Mahavihira). As Bechert
the tolerant Asoka who tried to develop a
mulu religious society-that is, the Asoka
_:thll influenced the thinking of later periods.
da countriss only knew Asoka as depicted in Pali
: , mamely, Asoka as follower and partisan of the
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