EKTANA
THE SUPREME COUNCIL IN THE EARLY
MEDIEVAL SINHALESE ADMINISTRATION

SIRIMAL RANAWELIA

- Ebli-Namipa is u term which oconys in most of the Sinhals pillar inserip-
- Menge of the ninth il teath senturies, T4 i aldo. reforred to as eltiin-smmig
' héﬁ.ttkiwuhmuﬂpﬁm. ‘We came across this term for the first
_;.%hndﬂmmnﬂﬂmmdntm in the sventeonth regoal year of Ses 11
~[BE3-887), discovered at a plaee named Keholpota in the Badulla distriot,! Next
it sppears in ax unpublished piller inseription discovered at Ndcoadiv, nosr
Anurddhapurs, dated in the thirty eeond rognal vear of the same king® 15
“iloss not oesr in any of the so fur discovered altdnd pillas of Seun 1 (833-853),
Aluring whose reign the practios of granting immunities in respoct of instita.
tona, eatates aml villages by oftini pillars seems to have boen initiated. Tt b
hso et in sl the ten alf&ni pillas, so far diseovered, beloaging to the reign
of Uddaya TL (S87-808), the sooevssor of Qe 11, but re-nppears in the inserk.
pﬁm«..f Kussapn IV, the immedinte sucvessor of Tdaya T, and continues to
ooour i most of the wtfiiand pillar insoriptions £l the enel of the Avursdhagmura
poriod. Tt oveurs also i one of the iuscriptions of the Polontiaritva period ss
ehtisi-samige * This term live Boen translated differently by differont seholars.
Wickremasinglio translates it as ‘the Uouncil!, ‘the Supreme Couneil’ or “Hi=
uﬂjmtv in Council’, for e thinks that ‘ektdn’, the first part of the vompontl
“wltein-samiye, ‘may be a derivative of Skt ‘dle-efhdna, ‘the onn (o the Supreme)
Assernhly®, ne distinet from other sssemblies.” Godalombura, who seems to
have wgreed with the interpretation of Wickremasingho, renders it as the
“Assenihly’ or “the Counsil of Btate’, and gives its litorn] wieaning as “where they
have gathiorad together. ' According (o Poransvitans ekbin-samiye dbes not
meun  Cthe Copneil”, it is &.plu'ln avith the meaning of “with the unandmonus
ameont’? We may partly sgree with Widkremusinghic's interpeetation, but
st with that of Paranavitana; for 4 sarafol examination of this word #s i
apponrs in the insoriptions of the ninth aud teath centuries shaws thut Eiit
menning does ot st the context of most of the passages wheee it has
owoqrred .
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