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- §1. That Plato [c. 427-347 B. ('] has put forwird & pllilmr;ihj' *forma '

| {ﬂk eidas; idea), the only reality underiying this world of phegomens is ton
well known to be dwelt wpon here.  His activity has spread over o poriod of
- ahout 40 years.,' Plato's basio philusophioal sandpoint remained the samo
throughout his carcer although he has continnously been in search of now
nﬁﬂ]mttnr mothods of establishing it. The hmtmiml development of similos
and analogies adiduced in this connoction oo clenrly T disoeruod i his dialo.
_gues which wre some 30 b nmnber® The suthors of the U panigads have, o
‘the ather hand, presented & philosophy of Brahman.'  the only reality giving
(rise to the illusory appearance of afma-ripa, tho nemes snd forms, consisting
of this warld  This idea is implicit i0 a1 the oportast Upanisads of which
about thirteen it genersl belong to the early period.  While adhoring to their
wentral theme the UMIW have, in vowrse of tims, put forwand new and
different similes and analogivs w support  their doctrine. All these  are
olewrly seen in the Upamisadic literatiro.

2. Acoording to the Platonicthoogt  forms alonn are renl. While “mntter”
is illusory (goomotrieal) “forms’’ of things are eddaring. s pwstidlatas an
eternnl world of forms or archetypes (OK, ‘wrehad) giving riss to this world of
perishable things. Therefore the world of formy is the roslity.  The world we
live in 18 hut o shadow of the world of forme. In spite of his imiles sl
analugies, the relationship between the world of forms and the world we live
in has always remained & protilem for Plato, The Cpanisads maintain that'
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