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 _0Mhe Development af the OLD Indo-Aryau (OTA) spirants /s 8 & into

o il o

Alddle Tndo-Aryan (MIA] had been one of the fuctors kept respatsibile
for the subgronping of MIA into two lingaistic areas, the Diarddiv aren
and  the rest of MIA' spesch area In the Dardie acea {incluilod here
are the Shibizgarhi and Mansehrd versions of the Adoka Trsetiptionus
st the Derdic L ges) the  thres sibilauts wore rotained wliereas in
iho rest of the MIA  dialoets, theso three merged into a single sibilant
(which was phometically [£] in the Bast MTA. and alveolar [#] in the west
and central MIA  areds, phodemdedlly ibvertheloss conatituting a single
sibilant representable us (s3], The peneral pesmption  regarding the
develgpuent of the OIA  sibilants juto Pali s oo aneomditioned merger
holils trie, when one considers their development in non-ecmbinatory
secrrrmees, Howover in combinatury  ooeurrences, specinlly with &
nasal, this change seems 1o have been conditioned and mmdovgone Vwe
stages bufore their final coalescmnee. Tt is the purpose of this paper b
spotlight the salient aspeots of Lhis change sl o nssertain the relative
ehponology of these chmuges pointing out its underlying phonal
elevimes os compared with oo MIA. lingaage like Andha Magudhi

spirants and nisals in QLA and P&l

1.1 Thery are four spirunts . OLA ol 2, &) and jhy of which s/
sl by whow ap with o faidy wide distributional pd\-ltﬂ'u Theas
seeur word initiolly and medially and also in chister formation o
these enviponments subject to certain phonologionl constraints?

11 L PAl there sve two spivants ;s and jh)/, Of these /s/ shows up
with & higher text and list fraquency which msy be partly atiributed
o the complex ovigion of [« in Pali. Consoquently it also shows up
with n wider range of morphophonemia alternitions as comparad
with h/. '

1.2 OIA  has four nssal phonemes /my, o/ /u/ asd g/ of which
o) wnd Jy/ are of highly restricked distribution *
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