MERCANTILISM VERSUS FREE TRADE
IN A BRITISH COLONY

THE SALT INDUSTRY IN NORTH CEYLON (SR1 LANKAj
IN THE MID 19TH CENTURY

BERTHAM  BASTIAMPILLA)

government of Coylon retained the monopuly of the right of rolleation and
: gony opa 8 :

e of salt,! because 11 was & utable apd valuahle source of revenie ? While
j,'. aro worosalt pans &t Hambantots :.ml]:‘n{.ulhm_ the salt pras of Jaffia wore
Jevonomically most significant. Salt was collnsted from pans, and stored and
sald by the government for internal cosumption or export. In the 1860°
,ﬁmmno?nh in salt alimeo yielded nearly one-tonth of U islad's revenus
‘The salt mdustry alser providod employment 1o the proover popilation; and a
lurge smount of ssasousl lahour wis employed in this enterpring.’

Thoso ongaged in the masiufscture of salt in North Caylon were a ssotion of
the people from Chivinteni in Jadlna, usaally from the “Chivin' caste, and
fow from the “Kovin” snd “Velluls" cantes s Owing to the govermment
‘monopaly, manufaoturors had ro sell fheir produon to the governmant at fixed
Prices.t

Ninoe salt wasso important i the econom ¥ aned travle of the islund, constant
mtumﬁm was paid to the mdasry by Government Agent, P. A, Dyke, {1829.
1867).  Suli was colleoted wnd despatohsd from the ports of tha Jatfne penin-
sula. In 1832, Ihﬂlmhur,,l ML parrake and 7,044 parrahs were
through Foint Pedro nud RKayts, respoctively. In April 1833, u veasol from
Muuritine purchased st Point Podro o eargo of salt paying in Spanish dollars.*
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