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i The problem of overcrowiding in prisons in 8ri Lanka has bocome sudemin
~in the aystem for over, tweniy five yoars.  Eaclior the prisons woee overerowded

with convicted short berm offenders serving sentonces under six months heeuse
: iﬂlr seventy five poreent of the tatadl number of sdmissions annsally ware
- persons sentenced to short teems of tmprisonment.  The situstion has however
~ mow changed and thers is uo ovorarowdingamone the convioted prisoners but

~ the problem has heoome mueh worss hocanse (he prisoss ato now overerowdsd
with remand prisoners.

8ri Lankn hws . thirtoen closed prisons exoluding the opon prison camps
inid the open work camps.  Throo of thes clossi prisons are in the capital
ety of Colombo and the other ten in the provineial towns.  Four out of the
thirteon prisons  are ysod exclusively for 1he loeation of remand Pt i &
In the other nine prisons both convieted aod remaid prisoners ave detained
with separate sections or wirds for the remand prisoners. The sushorbsd
asopmmadation available in sseh of these romand prisons and the seetions of
the convieted prisons is fixed according {0 the basis of an authorized mintmum
oubio aren for each prisoner,  On this basis 1he authorizad assommodation
available sl the present thue is approximately far one thonsand three hamlred
remal  prisoners and five thousand three hundeed convioted prisoners.  The
.w_rlﬂﬂy 1:1-§nm; population in Sei Lanks is however approximstely six
thousand remand prisoners and four thoasand convieted prisaiers. O this
hnsis the extent of overcrowding eun he hatter imaginid than desoribed,  Thix
dovs not, howevor, mean that six thonsand persons are detained in the space
meant for one thousand, [t means that the prisons in Sl Lanks are compelled
o find scoommadation for tho exness remand prisonirs in the spuee moant for
the convicted pwisoners thereby omabing o host of probleins, Tt also means
that hoth the remand prisorers a4 woll as the convieted prisoners who are
detained i the closed walled institutions do net got the mtitled space suthori-
sedd for each prisoner in prisan. Tn 1983w total of 75,608 persans wero adnitted
o the prisons in Sri Lanka.  OF this number 88,074 were remand prisopers
and 8,543 were ponvicted prisoners. Out of the 86,074 rmand prisonees. $.906
iwere womest. A vary striking feature in these figures is the totally dispropor.
tionate number ol porsons, hoth, men and women, remanded when ocom-
pared ‘with the number of mon aid women wdmitted as onvicted Prisones;



