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Severnl scholuts researvhing into the molern period of Sei Lankan history
have lovused attention on the importance of the Hoadman svstem under
‘the volonial administration, The Portuguess, the Dyteh as woll as the British
Housnd thit they sould not do wway with the systam totally-for severs| reasons.
First, they could not provide administrative structures that would cover the
whole range of aotivities and the Headman svstem provided & eonvenent
lower strats. Becond, in countriss with large indigenous populations wud
long standing oultures, colomlalism weedsd colloborators i order {6 ensure
stability. The Heddmiag generally forming the uobility of the eountry fitted
into thin role g provided the sssential link with the people. Howover, all
theee coloninl powers made changes in the system to suit their partionlar
intevests. Hithorto the Headman system had boen treated as o ymiform
structure without' paying dye regand to regional variations. But there wers
differences batween the systeiss aperating in the Tamil and the Sinhalese
wreas, and  hetweon thioke of the Muritime and the Kandyan provinees.
Further, there were even fontures peenline to particnlar geographion] arods
Nuwerakalawiya was one suih Aren and in this paper an atbempt will be tads
10 examine this naiive ndministrative sywtem which existed when Nuwerakala.
wiya Dhsiivani, Inter known a8 the Nuweralalowiva distriot, fell into the hands
of the British in 1815 and to show how this system was utilived by the Britiah
administrators during (Je 19th century till the crostion of tha North Centeal
Provinee in 1873 The Headman system wooording to the Headmen's (Commiis-
sion was  “'bused on that principlo of personal government which las hitherto
proved most sucoessful in oriental countries. It depends on ulndumd.ﬁimﬁly
relations botwosn the hoadmen and the villagers to whom the abstract ides of
“Government' Weans nothing. They have always been aceustomed by
teaditions and temperament to seak and obey the orlers of & porsomal repre.
sutitative of & personal sovereign, and have in return expeoted and received
the porsonal eare and protection of nocsssibie wurd patemnal rolers. '
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