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A new genre introduced into the long tradition of Sinhals prose in Sri Lanks
was the novel. The Sinnala novel, in its mdimantay form made its appoat-
ance in the latier h.nll' of the nineteentn century awd tno firsk decade of the
twentieth century’.  Tha emergencs of the Sichala novel is bost understood
by eonsideting the soio-ceonomio changes al the Hmo. the socidl origins,
etreers and aspiratione of the early novalists, heroes, villaing nnd themis of the
novels ns well as the lntelloctunl ferment in the country that formed & partial
hﬁt‘kﬂl.l‘miﬂd. to thia B'tliﬂrgﬂ'u‘ﬁ of the novel

Thi= article covers the period from 1966 15 1910 and dends with Uhe tonjor
writers of the period sueh se Lindamnlage lsnao de Silva (144-1907), Rev.
. Kannangars (Civen latter hull Nineteenth Century) Bentots Albevt de
Silva (18006-1019), Alutgamage Simon do Silva (1874.1920), M. C. F. Pdras
{1870-1922) and Pivadoss Sivlasua (1875 1948).

Socio-economic changes*

Though the Portuguess and Ditoh rale had a strong impact on some aspecte
of 8ri Lankan society, no major transfurrmation of the somio-seanomic st Hlﬁ‘aum
had oceurrml. Thus the traditional peasaut seonomy sarvived wntil the
British introduesd & copitalistio import-export eoonomy  based on plansation
ngriculture. first of coffen and later of ten. By the end of the 10th ceutury,
Inrge trocts of Lond hid been torned Dot coffise antl ton plantations ownsd by
the Britigh. The new cconomic forees alsn saw in emorging loow) bourganisis
whose capital scenmulation was by servicing the infrastructural nesds of the
expatrinte owned plantations, through seonomic sctivities such as forest
claaring, supply of labour, teangport, supply of timber, food, arrack and roddy
and the setting uwp of stores and bontigues.*  The traders from Moratiaws,
Panndura and other purts of the coastal fringe of the Southern Provines were
the flrst to nwvail themselves of thess new ceonomic vpportunitics. Other
‘avonues of sntreprensurinl aotivity wore collseting tolls at bridges wed ferrics.
wrrack renting aod graphite mining, The new tich possd a oballsuge to the
established fendal overlordship by competing with them largely in lend awier-

*In this seebion, | have relisd heavily on the work of M. Hoberteand K. M. de Silva
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