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CEYLON IN THE CHANGING SEA ROUTES %—-
THE INDIAN OCEAN IN THE I9th CENTURY

K, DHARMASERA

The 10th century witnessad the development of some groat ports {including
Bombay, Aden, Singapore and Galle) in the Indian Ocson taking the place of
aumerous smaller ports of the past, The ascendoney of new primary ports 1o
supromaoy over others was largely due to the functions that earh of these
ports performed in the fmperial soa-routes nf the Indian Oeean. The diversity
of port fnnetions was broadly as follaws

(@) An outlet from and mn inlet to o hinterland

(b) A part of eall for provisions, water, fnel prul  repairs
(e) A puort for the tronshipment of goods

(d) An entespor

Although moat of thees ports  ropresenited i sixiure uf functions they
wero not mixed in the sume proportions and most tended to spocinlise in one
ar two of them.  Bombsy coneentrated largely on the fird two.  Regarding
the first, Bombny possessed a hinterland rich in export produse. partiedlarly
in the industrial eaw matoriats that the West neaded [ndia's lurgest industries.
cobton mills - wers Toented sround Bombay and besides she was also the foons
of her internal transpory svstem. Hence o large proportion of Indis's overseas
teade was chanelled through Bombay

Within the second category Bombay served more as o place of ship repair
than a place for bunlering and the supply of ships’ store, mainly becanse Adei
ant the direst routs from Spez was better placed for theso functions. The
atteactions Whnt Bombay hadover the others as a place of ship repair were:
sho wns the naval headquarters in the Indian Ovoan., the avoilability of natural
facilitly of people with a tradition for ship building: being o port handling a
large volume of cargo., damaged vowsels ould spend time to attend the
neoeasary repairs while at the same time awniting the losding or unloading of
pargo; and being the only dockyard on the westoril oot Bombay served o
Inrge fleet of *eountry eraft’ engaged in the constwiss teada.

Singapore, on the esstern side of the Indian Ocean, rose (o pre-eminsace due
more to her geographical position in the Straits Settlement than to any other
<ngle factor. Arising from that fach the second and the last fupetions wers
more marked in Singapore in the 19th eentury. Regarding the second
funrtion it may be stated that dangers to vessals were ‘more Himly to'oeoar mn



