TEMPERANCE AND NATIONALISM IN SRI L
V. 1, JAYASEKERA '

Much attention his rocently Uoon foousedd on the “Temparants Mive
and ite place in pationalist aetivity at the beginning of the twsntisth
However, apart from Kunmari Jayawardena who highlighted the
relutionship between temmperance activiky and religiows confliots andl ecanar
and political discontent.! athor writers have tonded (n make swoeping ge
falizativns, Thoy charsoterize tomperance campuigns generally as o '
ment’ forming au lutegral part of the Buddhiss revival and the “rallying point
of the recovery of national constionaness with i “geent potentinl for develop:
ment irite & politieal movement”? Theée conclusions have influenced not only
offorts to identify clear stages of Sri Lankan nationnlism (w prinary, ssoondary.
and modern)  hut even analynes of  post.indepandant, pulitical &W“a‘f
The lendership of the ‘movement was fouwl to have been provided by the ‘new |
elite’ whis were hent on exploiting tho issus to establish common cause hetwasn
ihemselves and the masses’ ' Such overaimplified constusions are explaiasd |

by the Failure 1o study termpersnce campaigas in thuir conerote historioal sitit-
tion andh the inadeguate sttention paid to theie differont phases, their tanglod
web of organizations, pbjectives aul loadership.  This wevicle sooks to bheow
some new Hght on these aspects of the subject.

Most writers have ignorsd the vital importance of the natnre of the liguor
srafiie, hoth licit and illicit, aud Lhe strength of vested interests both stato and
private, fora proper uuderstanding of temperance petiwity. The use of aleoho.
lio drinks, particulurly toddy from the palms, and aveu tis distillntion of spiri-

tuous liguor for comumerein] purposes wens not uncommon in Srl Laoks {rom
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