LOMMUNICATION 17

A NOTE ON SOME PRIMITIVE
FROM THE GAL-OYA VALLEY, SRI
R i ,

SITE -
Gonagolla eave - Galoya Valley, Ampaea  District, Esstorn F

Jupe 1069 ﬁmmuﬁm&hﬁeﬂm&uﬁtﬁnwmm“ dn
of the jungle area for agricaltural development.

Tn about the yorrs 1038.59, tho Gal-oys sgrisulturnl emhpm
was it progress with the construction of the dre dam g
the clearing of large extonts of forest for canals and pulilr cultive

It wans i ume of those snrveys wsually undertaken bafore development of an
aren that 1 happened to be one of the explorers. We were lioking for o -
of history of the valley, muinly nseriptions, lﬂﬂtﬂﬁﬂlﬁitﬂhﬁﬂfﬂw
Tl Lill slupes of Rujagala provided a body of evidense in stone steps, pillacs
and brick buildings Desides sovorsl caves contmining donstive insorfptions:
Therows of Brikmi lotters, usually a single line anly, mentioned the graat of
the cove to the monks by the person who had it prepared for cconpetion.

These covos must have been in occupation when the ipimd!ttﬂl_ wl
was alive, sid abandoned with the breach of the resrvolr Hﬁl
break owe of the frrigation systess Durdngg the Jong period w w
Over it beecanie the haunt of wild animals. Hunters in ssireh of :
of wrimals dnd tuske of slephants foumnl the Jungle very sttrudtive. The &
visitors st Bave T the impoverished furmers wha sontiseod 1o live on
the fringe of Ui forest wod hunted the aninals for food.  They speut sevseal
dayw in the jungle peobubly oaking shelter inthe sbaudoned  ooves.

In tlmtr oxpisrlitions they also velied oo magival }nﬂmumta-ﬂi them in the
!Imntwﬂuli bovomes natural for them to do magical sigas and .

. the huntors and the saimals they hunted with Hhhﬂt-

s oF atones they could powder to meke up a paste. This pechaps
miﬂiﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬁ]uiuufnl’milmup from a tree to make it adbors to the ro

A crude branch or stiede was used as o beash, t;... Tanally i

ﬁﬂmunﬂh&m;hmmm draswlig the lgures. 10 was almost visibl
that every save had ils osn drawitgs.  done at J.‘Inﬁl‘-t ur conld rencl
while stonding. ’




