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Organization and management of Buddhist verbal knowledge tradition
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The present study 15 an attempt to understand the features of knowledze orgamraton and
management 1n Buddhist verbal tradihon. I hypothesizes here that no knowledge wall be
survived without a proper knowledge orgamzation and management. The study 15 based
on fipitaka, commentanes, sub commentanes and related literature. Information zathered
from these sources was compared with modemn knowledze orgamization methods
expounded i1n the western world 1In order to prove the vahdity of ancient Buddhist
methods.

Chutcome of the study can be summanzed as follows:

Lord Buddha’s teachings form a vast corpus of knowledge that has been prevaihng for
cenhunes m the form of pitakas (baskets of knowledze). Buddha’s verbal teachimgs were
retammed m ther memones by lus close disciples. The steps had been taken at Councils
(sangayana) to preserve this memonzed knowledge for future generations. It 15 clear that
learned Bhikkhus gathered at these Councils have used a number of methods for the
purpose. Collection of scattered knowledge, presentation of collected knowledge using
hiblhographical features 1n the form of suftas, systematic classificaton of knowledge and
formation of particular groups of Bhikkku: m order to ensure the existence of verbal
tradition for the benefit of future generanons are some of these method=. Altogether, they
form the foundathon of Buddhist knowledre management.

Recorded knowledge m a physical format 15 the basis of modern knowledze orgamzation
systems. Collechon of recorded formats, orgamzation of the confents theremm and
dissemination of the same are basic features of such systems. However, 1t 15 interesting
to note that the corpus of ancient Buddhast knowledgze 1n spite of 1t verbal traditon used
modern hibhographic control methods for crgamization and dissemmnaton puposes. It 1=
apparent that mrespective of the tradihon of emstence or the time of onmnaton
knowledge orgamzaton and management have unrversal features.

Long before the imtroduchon of modern classificabon and catalopumy methods m the
western world, the Buddist knowledge tradibon had been uwsmg such methods
successfully. This suggests that for the conhimnation, preservaton, use and dissemunathon
of a verbal tradition even such methods were instrumental.

The orgamization of fipitaka 15 entirely based on a sound classification system whach 15
divided into main classes, sub classes and sections. The stucture of suftas 1n Hipitaka 1=
ennched wath catalogung features. Even today the study of tipitaka 1= 1mpossible
without an understanding of these parheular knowledge orgamraton and management
features contained 1n 1t. Creahon of a strong verbal tradihon for the perpetual contimurty
of Buddhi=t teaching through the formaton of groups of recaters or bhanakas 1= also one
of the 1mportant management features conmbuted to the preservanon of dhamma.
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