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ddy communities towards climate change in the Dry
Zone of Sri Lanka
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climnte variability and adjustment of farm manuagement practices were
dry zone in Sri Lanka Is a water denicit area, its paddy cultivation is
je change, To understand the reality of chimate vanahity and s mpact on the
fry zone: 03 villages with 99 househalds from Kekirawa Division in the
ed for this study. Households and farm level information has been
wed questionnaire and discussions with the paddy communities. The main

pexamine the climate change and fluctuation of rainfall and temperature n
' My the responses of paddy farming communities to perceived threats of
consequences. The study revealed that during the last few decades. rainfall
el in the study arca. Farmers who have noted a variety of changes in climate
ineluding increasingly erratic weather patterns, general warmimgof'the
and ashift in the seasonal pattern of ramfall, Weather disturbances such as
al rains have also been incressing The incrensing temperature conditions m
d with decrensing rainfall during the Northeast monsoon season, According
inty of timely rinfall, there isan increasing trend in ‘Chena Cultivation”
‘inthe *Yala' cultivation period, There is the need to create community
sducation on climate chiinge and its possible hazards and m the manner farming
cape with the changing conditions and prepare themselves. The dependence

d other crops less susceptible to droughts could be promoted. Agricultural
ster, cultivation of altemative crops and various cropping pattems should be-
eed to promote rain-fed fming and the efficient unlization conservation
integrated larmmung system in relation to cimate change.
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