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orest to polity: Veddas as chieftains in medieval Sri Lanka

Anura Manatunga'

been known as a relic population of hunter-gathers in Sr Lanka. They have always
¢ a less-cultured primitive community and often considered as much lower in social
mmunities in Sri Lanka. The Feddas themselves attempt to distinguish them from

n their identity as jungle clad hunters; hence still prefer live in jungles orisolated

dlies and Indegmous cultire But, it is a known fact that a large section of Vedd
assimilated into cultural mainstream throughout history, This has hither 10 heen
atural process and considered as less important from i historical point of view.

dv shows that this assimilation was not simple or ummportant. but very crucial and

partmes tof Archedlogy. University of Kelantya, Sri Lankn
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