and Heritage Studies JCSSL 2008

1 archaeological aspect of black and red ware in Sri Lanka
Reshani Dharmawardensa/

are (BRW) is considered as a special variety of carthen ware inarchaeology. Unlike

witnessed in Ancient Egypt (from 4" or 5% milleanium B.C. to 2* millennium B.C ),
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contairiers for grave goods, The most m:;wcted view on BRW i Sni Lunkd 18 th.u il
gun to use in the Proto-histaric Iron Age (900B.C.~60013.C.) and had been continued up
grtv-historic Age (100A.D-300A.1D),

nany unsolved problems related to Black and Red Ware.

Where is the origin of Black and Red Ware?

‘Was there any reason to use these kind of pots in fumeral practice?

3. Whatwas the manufacturing technique of BRW?

‘What was the relationship between Egyptian, Indian, Chinese and Sri Lankan BRW

cultures?

‘What 15 the origin of BRW culture in Sri Lanka!?

out answers (o these problems, it should have a clear idea of the types and the chironology

e ware in each region. But no atterpt has been made to determine the typo-chronological

W in Sri Lanka up to now, Hence, in this research an atiempt was made to provide a

logical basis to BRW in Sri Lanka, Other than that, the distribution pattemn and the regional
RW in the island was studied.

goals, a computer datubase wos compiled including the form, type, stratum, period,

colourof BRW found in all over the country so far. To construet the typo-chironological

atabase was analyzed. To identify the distribution pattern of BRW, a map was compiled.

h more thari 150 BRW sites were identified, C onsidering the regioral distribution pattem,
s that BRW had been used all over the country, Sri Lankan BRW pots can be classified onto
d can be sub divided into 243 types.

inning of the BRW culture of Sri Lanka can be pushed back to 4" millennium B.C. (Post
Period) and had been contmued up to 4™ centaury A_D. (Upper Early Historic Period)
: this ware seems to have had a wide cultural association rather than with the proto historic and
1e megzalithic culares.

this researcher hopes to compare this research findings with Egyptian, Indian and Chinese
o come to a final conclusion. Also, a mineral component analysis will be done to find out the
ncturing technology of BRW to support the final conclusion.

rds: Black and red ware, Typo - chronological basis, Distribution pattem. Regional,  Variations,
Megalithic culture
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