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Identification of economical adaptation of Neolithic to Iron age people jn
Northeast China using faunal remains case studies: Shangjifangyingzi and
Wangbabozi

DM. Sunatissa!, Tang Zhuo-Wer' and Zhu Hong?

The Shangjifingyingzi, and Wangbabozi faunal remains were analyzed o find out the chronologicay
distribution and cconomical situation, We analyzed 41,179 bone fragments from Wangbahoz, ng
7,573 from Shangjifingyingzi settlement. Total percentage obidentifinble portion in edch site did o
exceed 20t due to the fragmentation of bones by both natural and cultural activities, Assemblge
composition revealed that all the inhabitants of two sites had actively mvolved in domestication. Mitinmm
six Kinds of anmmals i each site have been domesticated or tried out for domestication. For example.
it Wangbabaozi oceypants had initisted domestication of water bultalo during Shang Zhou period;
however, due to drastic change of climatic condition from warm-wet 1o cold-dry; it had been filed.

The Shangjifingyingi site, subsistence economy concentrated on the procurement of domestic faung
with a minimum use of wild resources, which were alwiys more than 80% for utilizing domesticates.
But we don’t have enough evidence to fully understand the process whereby the northeast Ching
peaple adopted domestic artiodactyls. However, the changing nature of economy appeared to e
relatively rapid, and sheep and goat became important staples formerly, and remained so until recent
times insome part of northeast China. According to the meat weight analvsis, in Shangiifangyings
cattle played a major part in contributing meat to inhabitans during both periods, and followed by pig
however, in Wangbabozi it was pig. Nevertheless, the Wanghabozi, emphasts was placed on the
procurement of wild resources: especially red deer and wild pigs were present by the evaluation of ment.
weight contribution through chronology, These faunal sources highlight the importance of cattle, sheep/
goat, and pigs to Northeast China economy and diet. Total domestic meat contribution in
Shangjifangyingzi amount 10 65% in both periods. Nevertheless. in Wangbahozi, this situation was.
completely different where most of their meat derived from wild resources other than domesticates,
espectally from red deer and wild pig. Even though, through out ume these people increased the
intensity of domestication.
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