Impact of international migration of women on family: a case study of
Wariyapola DS Division

Nadeerd Sarojanee Jayathunes' and GRSRC Samaraweera?

Sri Lanka promoted migration after 1977 with the introduction of the upen economic policies for
country and it contributed 1 widen the international relitionship among nations. The chan ging pg
ofinternational relationships has affected the rural social structure also, As a result of this chitnge the
gender role of the family has also changed. It reduced the dependency of the male dominance of the
family. The previous role of the women limited to the role of wife, mother and housewi fe bt the
nvolvementof the women in economic activities has widened the current role of the wormen in the fs
society. Even if the women bring more benefits to her family cconomicaily, s a'result of migration
some problems ficed by them in abroad such as disability, sexual harassment. accidents. vener
discases like HIV/AIDS and sometimes even death affect the family direc ty and the whale sy

The main objective of this study is to discuss views und the problems faced by the hiisbind
children due to the international migration of women, The purposive sampling was used 1o col 01
priniary data by the study because the intemnational migration is not common for the all honiseholds of
the society. Sample was taken from the Wariyapola DS division in Kurunagala district, which I
high international migration rates in rural sectorin 2005, 50 househiolds were selécted includin
cases from the women who retumed back after the migration and 12 cases from the family memb
who have migrated women at the moment.

In view of the husbands about the migration of wives, altogether 68% hushands disliked thay, Tt 0
nature of the problem faced by the hushand was identified as alcohol addiction, sexual problems and
mental depression, Corisidering the response of ¢hildren on their mother's migration, 64% do not

this atall. The main problems faced by the children due to fiother s migration are isolation, neglec
education, sexual harassment and loitering, The research identified the expected goals of the migrat
as 10 get iid of economic problems, to build a new house, 1o buy i land, to save money, to solve fhe
problems of the children and to achieve the economic status ofthe otherstespectively. Finally the study
discusses about the achievability of the expected goils due to migration. 30 % of female migrai ;
achieved their expected goals while 10% are much satisficd. 409% mujority are unsatistied while 20%:
were highly unsatisfied.
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