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Family and social nexus between Tamil diaspora and Jaffna societys
changes in social status of underprivileged groups

Paramisothy Thanges

This study is developed with the following two objectives, First, to get an overall idea s
trachtional pettern of overseas migration of Jattna Tamils, Second. 1o understund how & CETH Ny
ptthe underprivileged sociul group Has been tndergoing changes die to the remittances angd
ssistiniee from the Tamil disspori. The village, Mallakam located i the northern part of laffy,
selected for this study. This study employed a compbsition of hoth qualitative and quantitative e
techiniyues such as cnse studies, interviews id questionnaire. A cormiprehensive litemture review w
carried out. Historieally, the wend of interativnal migration in the context of Jatfna society has
cansiderably based om family and kinship (caste) ties. These tiesare sigmificanteven in the curreit e
ol oversens migration, Tradidonally, cértain privileged social groups migrated overseas for educa
and employment purposes. 'The prevailing overseas mu gration due to escaping hardship of wa, s
social seeurity, getunemarried and finding jobs beeur irrespective of underprivileged caste nly
stattis of people. This pattern of migration and the social and eeonomic relationsh s between iy
dunsporund the people residing in Jaffir have ereated 4 new middle olass in Jaffna imespective of
traclitional ynderprivileged caste or class backeround. Moreover: the remittances of diasponi are
1armprove the living standard and resources of family, to develop infrastructure ane ficilities of schl
and to expand physical features of temples: the sources ol remitiunces are kinship, family network
andl commnity,
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