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e Kandyan period: a social taboo or indieation of social status

Dbtz Thitishar Kogoalape’

na researeh carried out regardin g the sueial status ol'women o the Kandyan
J6 o 19" centuries.

part of the research wis 10 formulate s soeinl definition for nudity regarding
thigstudy histoncal methodology was used. utilizing primary and secondary sources:
g given to Temple murals olthe Kandyan Perod

times regarded as an sesthetic phenomenon, it s penerally treated o present is
indecent. The conmmonly aveepted view is that this defmmonof muadiiy m the S
result of the colonial expesience.

ty nudity of the upper body was not regarded as something mdecent. In fact it
socinl sintus based on caste, Thus it was ¢omsidered nonas sometliine indecent o
tbeo. It was a socinl tboo in the sense that only aselected socm! group
erefore the evaluatinn of hudity was not done on i morml basis but ona'kasis of
 Furthermore, it can be assumed that this social taboo although nigid i the public
e domestic sphere, @t least among the mitddle level of the socil hicrarchy.
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