Development Studies [CXSL Jing I

Rethinking “Participatory Planning™ as an immersive learning progee
M. Shalint " and HLG Sanjeewsini

This paper cansiders the intellecrual chalfenge in determining how planners car take purt it the nol
process. Inregular participatory planning the planners get the people participate in theirplanming :
with the belief that they know what the peaple need. Therefore. the purpose of this PAPEr s to g
whether planners can participate in people’s process, The question may be *how could we i
process™ Forthat, we develop an intellectual framework to understand people and their envirgams
this will lead 1o a deeper understanding of how the society works, '

There is a major discourse that the contemporary planning strategies do not empower the loea]
very much. Because, the planners fatled to conneet planning with place, people, culture,
tuture, Inthis case, priority should be given to build Communities instead of Physical Envirogy
Empowering communities 1s the most certain way to enipower planning. Planners should work ‘wi
people’ not *for people”. Therefore, the focus is on “learning from” rather that “learning abou.

The study area of this research is the “Disaster Recovery Process of People in the Tsunami Affeg
Areas - Hambantota,”

We studied how people responded to the programme. The govemment and the NGO steppéd i
rebuild. The question is what did they build? More importantly, what do the communities want bof
regard fo life and the environment? Were their aspirations fulfilled by those agencies? 1f not, ho
people continiie to achieve their own aspirations? They try in their own ways. How do they rebu
their own lives using or not using what the agencies give them? How planners can help them achievin
their dreams? *1sn'tit the “Participatory Planning'?

Thus, this paper launches a new thinking for Participatory Planning as an Immersive Learting
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