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Impact of poverty on early drop out of adolescents from schools in fis ne
conmunities in Sri Lanka: with reference to Bopitiya village in Gampgj, )
coastal belt '

TMD Subashim!

The ward “adolescence” eomes from the Latin adolescere MHeAmIng “tb grow into maturity”, A
bemg a time of enormous physiological change, adolescence is-also marked by changes iy
and expectations. Traditionally, adolescence has been regarded ds a prelude to and prep;
adulthood, a transitional period of life between immaturity and maturity. Owing 1o sotio _
amd other refated harriers, a large number of children in Sri Lanka do niot continge school edyga
despite the existence of the Universal Primary Education Program. P

The Literscy rate is 92% in Sri Lanka- the highest in South Asia and second highest in Asia,
school enrolment rates are nlso high although there is a small proportion of a children tha g
deniied the right to education. These children live mextreme poverty, are street children, child
in public mstitutions (orphanages) and in rural, coastal and plantation areas, children displace
ethnic contlictand belonging to marginalized groupsin Sri Lanks. There were more children
than out ol school with little gender difference. More than 40 % of the out of school chil
digpped out early. More girls than boys had never been to school 4nd more boys than girly
dropouts. More out of school children were in 10-14 age groups. The percentage of out of g
children was higher among Taml children. Almost 10% had beén absent through the two weeksof
survey and 44.5% had been absent for more than 5 of the 10 school days in Sri Lanka,

Ithas been used both primary and secondary data for this study. Secondary data was collected frol
secondary sourees and primary data was collected from Bopiuya village m Gampaha distrot.
used interview schedule and observation method to collect primaty data. The problem of this
the impact of paverty on‘early drop out of adolescents from schools. The objective of this sti
identify the reasons for early drop out of adoleseents from schools, identi fiy the impactof po
early drop out of adolescents from schools, identify the social problem create Iy this early
and identify the solutions for overcome or at least mitigite the problem ofearly drop out from scho
n fishing communities in Sri Lanka. There are more than 60% of children stop ther education b
after O/L examination i this village and they go to fishing with their parents or find other jobs. A
to collected data it can be said that there is big impact of poverty on early drop out ofadolescents
schools. So, government policy making bodies and NGOs have to take necessary actions to redus
the paverty in coastal areas and it can be motivated the parents and students to the importandel
continuing education,
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