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A eriticai examination of the Sri Linkan nural social structure and the organization will reves) -
systemand Land Tenure have been playing a very significant role in the tradin onal stciety
and the modem society as well, Many scholars have ventired to study the manner mwhich
system and the Land Tenure had influenced the rural community life. But an analysis of the
clearly shows that no substantial ¢ffort had been made to identify clearly the link betweny i
and Land Tenure, [n these circumstances the primary objective of this study was to identif
relation between the Caste and Land Tenure.

Thisresearch was mainly focussed on the issue as (o whether there existed a close contiection
the Caste system and Land Tenure in $ri Lanka, while Madagama village was chosen as 'hﬁ. hige
be covered by the study.

Madagama is a village where traditional characteristic features of a rural villa e still remain to b
The village is populated by several communities representing different Castes, The
Anthropologist Gananath Obeyesekere also had selected Madugama as the focal area for o
his research into the Social Anthropological conditions of rural communities in Sri Lanka an
his underscored Madagama as a Classic example of a typical rural village.

Historical Method for ascertaining the historical background and assessing the progi 'I
village, the Comparative method for comparing the pastand the present conventions, tradi
prachices pertaining to Caste and Land Tenure, and the Statistical method for collecting ands
the data were the methodologies adopted in conducting the study. [t is also expected to
Participant Observation method and Interview method to collect qualitative data

Thisstudy is aimed at achieving several basic objectives. They are the identification of the re
existed between the Caste and Land Tenure in the past traditional society, Comparative
present sitwition vis-i-vis the Caste and Land Tenure systems adopted by the traditional 5

pastand ascertainment of factors that led to change the nature of correlation between Casie
Tenure:

I the end, the study revealed thatin the process ol'modernization the village had undergong
changes particularly mcluding the relaxation of restrainits and prejudices associated with Caste di
and opening of equal chances formembers of the low easte communities to gain access to recd
positions in the society without discrimination on caste. Howe ver, the correlation that exis
traditional past continues to prevail unchanged in the village even today. Therelore we can ne
teduce that Caste and Jand ownership continie to remain as deciding fictors in determining
Status of an individual,
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