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Sri Lanka is considered as a suceess story in the sphere of social devel
case due to its tremendous achievements particularly
some other hasic need provisions including foods in the midst of comparatively lower per capity
As revealed by sacial development indicators, some ofthe achievements are comparable it
ncomie countries while abead 1o the many colintries in the same meometange. Indeed, these achie
are acknowledged as a reward for the public investmient on social welfare for long perind ¢
However, there are CMEIRING concerns over the quality, accessibility, effectivencss of the 5
services and contribution of these achievements o economic growth, Likewise: poverty ine
remaining as a central challenge further and concerns over the quality of; and accessibility 1o ed
and health cdre services are growing. Within these ciroumstances, the problem arisen obvioius !
why these anxieties arc though successive govenments have devoted much of its resources for
development?

opment and considerad
in the areas of basic education, healih

The purpose of this paper is 10 cri tically analyze the social development achievements andire
public policies in Sri Lanka, since independence. The main findings, afk

relevant literature and data were: though public investments on social development have broyg
tremendous suceess, and have contributed to minmmize gender and ethnic disparities of social deve!
and accessibility to welfare services, the achievements have not been adequately exploi
economic development. Tn addition to that, there are vast disparities of quality and access
social services not only inter-regional but also inu'a-mgiunal..ﬁuwmingiy. lhlloﬁngumk:}usimp
drawn: the inadequate performances of public investment are mainly due to the political inteng
those investments rather than cconomic rationality; palicy mismanagement has largely cay
incompatibility of social development and economic growth: and oft-going ethnic conflict has se
curtailed the outcomes of social development expenditure and growth performances.
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