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jent paper attempts 1o highlight the relevance and importance of gury tradition in

sthe Vedic period, the cult of guruworship is continuing and is being practised by the

word guru is comprised of two Y| lables, i.¢. g (shadow, or darkness)and ru (he who
arkness). Due to the power to disperse darkness. the guru is thus named.! In addition.

of guru arcalso deseribed ; i.c. “imparter ofknowledge", “heavy with knowledge'™,
one whois heavy with knowledge of Ahsplute and whoremoves nescience with
e”, “heavy with spiritual wisdom'™, “heavy with the good qu.aliti'esn['st:ripmn:sand
4 and “ heavy witha wealth of knowledge™, ete. In Indian faithand belief™ the guruis
{as Supreme Divine Power who awakens mankind from the state of ignorance and
nating ktmwlﬁd#ﬂmi wisdomto l:ﬁSl!.ﬂEl.ilEhiﬂWEﬁ'lﬂghl and wrong. Manusmiriti
a1 s second parent who conceives the disciple in hiswisdom like womb and impregnates
ound knowledgeand wisdom and then delivers him with illuminated vision and broadness
the initiated disciple is called as dvija (twice born). It is explained in the form of dialogue
ivaand mother Parvat in Guru GIia%

wrur Brahmi gurur Visnur gururdevo Mahesvarah,
uh sak'ar Paral RBrahma tasmai S Gurave namah "

himi. Gura is Viso.and Gurrd is Mahesvara. Gurualone is verily the Supreme Brhma.
sblime prostration to Hini-the Gur)

mbodiment of the Supreme Divitte, In Indian tradition,the gods Brahmd, Visnu and
\ li:aecmaﬁnn.pmen-aﬁoﬁ.mddﬂﬂmﬁon;ﬁunwing the age old tradition, even in
achild’s leaming commencesonan auspicious day by drawing three circles eitheron
e ground by a piece of chalk. Itis initiated by oneof the senior members of the family,
priest and this occasion s called as Vidvarambha, While drawing the first circle, the
ucted to utter the name of Brahma and then to bow down hishead totouchthe ground in
e respective god. This process is followed while drawing two other circles in honour of
fahesvara. In analysing the concept behind the tradition, it may be interpreted that  the
to grow with blessings of the three Supreme Divine Powers inheriting all potential
od in them: i.¢., the child must bear creative energy like Brahmi ‘to innovaie new
progress of the society; the blessings of Visru must enérgise him for protecting, preserving
tering the newly created innovative ideas, existing moral, ethical and social values i that
contradict the interest of mankind; he must possess the powerof Maheévara to destroy all
d obstacles coming in the path of moral, material and spiritual progress of the society.

or described in the Guru Gitii:
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