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titution is one of the important cultural elements in the histary of South-
ed in the Hindu religious and ritual order. Devadasi were considered as
s Fliindu society. They are very expressive semiotic unit, who signifying
ritual objects which residing in the collective consciousness of the Hindu
of devadasi had taken such deep roots in the temple organization in South
integral part of the wemple orpanization. Their ritual performanceswere a
atemple has a long history. There are large numbers of inscription which
1devadasis. The inscriptions of South India proves that the association of
their valuable contributions to Indian culture and art. These temple girls
as ‘devadasi’ in literature and their duties were to perform various sacred
Historically, devadasis are the prominent women in public domain whom
in the political and social events. They did multiple rolesin the society.
ples as dancers, singers, musicians and offering certain services to the
of South India cannot be completed without the inclusion of the insfitution

joned that there were no important function of the courts is considered
=of these ideal dancers.” This paper emphasizes the role of devadasi as
South Indian tradition and their hold over the performing arts throughout
ot focus on the controversies which are surrounded during the early 20"

yarious sources from inscriptions, epigraphy, numismatics, manuseripts,
28, The inseriptions provided valuable details on the different aspects of devadasi
C.E., the inscriptions related to devadasi are available inalmost all parts of
irliest epigraphic reference to devadasi was dated back to the reign of the
i Pallavamalla (731 C.E. t0 796 C.L.)." The earlier epigraphic sources are
erent names such as devaradivar’, patiyilar’, talichery pendukal’, nakkan',
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