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located in Taluka Chiplun village Savarde (PLI) in the Western Ghat of
05.7"E73"30°20,6") The closest village to the fort is village Mandkikhurd.
00 meters above the sea level. The post-graduate research institute affiliated
wlogy of the Deéccan College had done exploration & excavation on the
west side of the fort seven water cisterns/ caves were excavated. All were
Hy excavated. Only on one lintel has two “yaksha™ figures, one elephant, one

gathered) carved ina band (PLI). The two “vaksha™ ligures are carved on
One is on the left side & another one is on the right side of the band. In

sres of an elephant and o human are carved. The lengthofthe band is 1.5
centimeters. Both “yaksha” figures” hands are in upward position as il they
eistern roof. The position explains their purpose of carving, They are the
. Symbaolically these yakshas are carrving the load of the cave or the
the water cistern. Both the “vakshas™ ure pot=bellied. Their folded

are visible. One of the vaksha's is wearing an ear orament (“kundala™

108 a “Bharvahaka” or Load Bearers

rvahaka yakshas™ or load bearers or atlantes carved at Pitalkhore caves
! (Stam‘=Maimmshml}, Nasik caveno. 3 (State=Maharmshira) (PLIV.B),
arnataka), Sanchi stupa “torana” (State= Madhya Pradesh) (PLIV.A).
mdesh), Bodhgaya (State=Bihar) (PLILA ), and Ammavati stupa (State=
as” on these caves or “stupas™ are carved as carrving a load of “torana™
ove mentioned Buddhist sites belong to the period between 2™ century
tradition of carving load bearers or “bharvahakas™ continues on medieval
tadhya pradesh states between 10™ century A.D. w0 12%century A.D. On
carved on the top of the pillars. These pillars are in the main hall or
figure of “vaksha is symbolically carrying a load of temple roul. For
. Tal. Sangmeshwar, Dist. Ratn agiri, Siddheshwar temple, Tal. Akole,
e shilpa 2009)

duate and Research Institute, Pune, India.
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