sition: An Understanding of Authenticity and
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Tashi Lundup'

ke .'.'*-. of the Development of Tourism in Ladakh

st among the western tourists 1o visit Himalayan Mountain, Ladakh iy
e the most preserved Himalayan Buddhist culture. Also the mountain
right spot for adventurous activities ranging from mountaineering. 1o
ete. Ladakh in the Himalava provides innumerable such opportunities
rous fourists, especially from Europe visit the regon in the summer
g of the most popular destinations in India for adventurous tourists, This
‘ 3 itsmark prominently,

Karakoram and Himalayan ranges have historical importance as a
Asin. The development of tourism in Ladakh can be attributed to
zare the Tibet uprising in 1951, such trade has virtually disappeared
significance as a bulfer area between India and China. The India-
ited 1n a sizable military presence in the region. Due to the lack of

impartant loss ol termitory in the war

st Govemment of India decided 1 o pened up different parts of Ladakh

ikh was never been an isolnted place in the past. It wasin between
geographically and politically isolated from rest of the world.
tages of Keeping military maneuvers along the Indo-Pakistan cease-
Fsecret, amotive still invoked today to justify the maintenance of strict
of the Srinagar-Kargil-1.ch route and the road from Leh to East,

inicentive for this opening up the region was 1o promote a strategry of

ataugmenting the civilian populition in the area. The main vision of
kSep young Ladakhis at home and also try to provide the spark for

erpopulated regions in Ladakh. From Kashmiri point of view, those people
iged in tourism perceived it as a great eeconomic opportunity, as the people
1th this profession. When the new *virgin' Land of Ladakh was thrown
Initially, Merchanits from Kashmir seemed quite appealing, but they
s was formed among the great entrepreneurial families in Srinigsr
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