RA MANATUNGA

§ paper 15 a preliminary discusston of the terracoltas
nging to the Manavava-Inamaluva culture which
found in 1983, in the teak grove at Manavavi in
Innmaluvs korale of the Matale district. Manavava
between Inamaluvs gnd Digampataha on the Col-
ho-Trinco miin route. To reach the site where the
Jeottas were found one must turn eastwards at the
$00th mile post, and walk about Tkm into the forest.
The site is on flat gravelly barren land. The finds
were scattered over an ared of about 10m radius; The
‘ariefacts were distributed in mounds of soil which
weemed to have been dug out from one place. No ar-
ectural remains such as stones, brick or liles were
d at this site. To the north of the site there is d flat
erop of rock, and about Lkm to the south is a small
pandoned tank. Among the samples collected are
human figurines, phallic objects, animal figures and
Cother types of pottery artefucts. The figure that com-
mands greatest interest s a small male figurine of which
the arms have been broken. The feet of this Figure are
not well defined. Where the feel should have been, the
figurine has been flattened horizontally, thus giving the
impression of a yogi posture.

Among the human figurines is another mile ligure,
of which only the head and chest remain, Four others
represent the head portions of the human form whose
gex cannot be acourately determined. There are five
figures that ure distinetly feminine. On the basis of
method of production they can be divi ded nto two clas-
ses: hollow, rounded figures, and the has-reliel
sculpture on a flat base. Three figures {ull into the first
category. In these the feet have not been delincated
und the heads are broken. The arms of all the figures
have been broken, except for one arm in one figurine.
The torsos which broaden gradually from top 10 bottom
show prominent breasts. The lower end seems (o hive
been fixed to & base of some sort, from which it has
come apari. These three higures are roughly of the same
size. The best-presetved of them is tem high, and 2. Sem
broad at the top and 3:5cm at the bottom. While it 15
3 5cm thick a1 the tower end, the thickness @t the 1op
w 1.5em.

The female figures in bas-reliel are smaller than the
rounded ones. Only the torsos of these figures remain.
One of these shows a slim waist with very prominent
breasts. The base of this rellel iy a Jem square, Smm

he ‘Maradanmaduva-Tabbova' Culture Terracottas found at
anavava in the vicinity of Inamaluva

it thickness. The other bas-relief tigure Is not as artis
tically executed as the first.

The two semi-crect figarines are smaller than the
round ones: In these, too, only the torsos remain. In
one of these, the hreasts ure prominently featured while
the wiist'is slim. The siab beanng this figurine measures
about 3em in length and about Smm in thickness. The
other figurine is not s0 urtistically fimished as the previ-
ously mentioned one. The breasts in this figarine are
flat and round. The torso is geometnically straight. The
straight arms extend sideways at shoulder level. The
only slab bearmg this figurine messures about 4em
length and about Imm in thickness, These incomplete
figurines may have been & part of a clay vessél or similar
object

The above mentioned figurines display characteristics
of primitive folk urt. All figarines are hand-made, crude
works of art, Lumps of cluy have heen transformed into
different likenesses through the pressure of fingers and
fingernails.

Besides the human figurines, there were among thise
samples three objects thit could be clussified as phallic.
Thess were ench about Ifcm long and 3cm thick.
which mukes it certain that these phalli did not belong
1o the above-mentioned human figurines. They muy
have fallen off much larger figures.

A small three-headed cobra hood was also found at
this place. [t measured 4.5em in height and 3.5¢m in
breadth. Another figurine found at the site may have
been an image of an elephant. 1f 11 is not an image of
an elephant it may be a vesscl of a similar shape.

Another figurine cartied a trianguiar face featuring
the svastika symbol. Apart {rom these: items, large
amounts of wheel-made pottery were also found at the
site. They appear to be vessels used for the purpose of
making ritual offerin gs rather than for cooking or eating
in. Of special interest is 3 vessel with o three-legged
base und o lid with-a handle.

On the basis of these few items alone, it is difficult
to speculate even brondly on the society which used
these objects. But a preliminary study of this nature
might help to formulate o basic idea of the site and its
soctal context and provide o basis for more claborate
studies i the fulure.

O the basis of the objects found at Manavava it cun
be sssumed that it may have been a site of folk-offering
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to imvoke fertility. The use of clay vessels, their charac-
teristics and the close proximity 1o a tank sugeests that
the society concerned was based on agriculture, These
people were familiar with the use of the potter’s wheel
and the elephant. They were aware of the svastika and
were also in possession of some notions of cobra-wor-
ship or some ritual or cult connected with the cobra,

The first recorded fmdimgs of slar clay objecis were
in Puttalam in 1921 (Hocart 1922) This was followed
by a discovery at Arippu in 1924 (Hocart 1924 1 [0). in
1940 terracotia objects were found at Tabbova and in
1933 ar Maradanmaduva (Deraniyagals 1960, 1961 fil-
lowed by a discovery at llukvavy close to Sigitiva (De-
raniyagaly 1958 - 22-25).

P.E.F. Deraniyagala who studied these objects called
the cullure 10 which they belonged “The Muradan-
maduva-Tabbova Culture’ (19600, Since than o large
number of sites have been reported. For example, ter-
racotts objects belonging 1o this culture have been dis-
covered at Urutirupuram close to Killinochehi, Vauniva
near the Taven Adampan Viva (Deranivagali M-
4. Godakumbura 1980 pt. 3,5.6). Similar objects were
also reported from Rajangans and Ampara m 1970-71
(Dernmiyagnia, 5. 1972 : 164).

All the sites reported are in the Dry Zope. They are
also located close 1o one or more irngation tanks. The
soil in these pluces s barren gravel for the most part.
Although the objects discovered at different places dis-
plity minoi varintions, generally they may all be assumed
o belong o one cullure

To which peridd do 'the terracotta objects from Man-
aviva belong? What type of people were responsible
Mor them” Where did these people live? These guestions
seck answers. Although there is no settlement al the
site at present the abandoned tank in the vicinity is
evidence that a settlement existed in this area at some
time in the past. Tnamaluva and Nagalavava, located
about 3km 1o the southwest and northeast respectively,
are two purany villages m the area. A pount of interest
is that Nagula vava is located between Munavava and
llukvava and that it is a village of the people of the
MNakati caste. The villagers have been engaped in weyv-
ing for at least about 150 veurs (Arivapala 19562301 ).

Three monasteries with carly Brahmi inscriptions are
located within a Skm radius of this site: Enderagala in
the South (Paranavitana 1970 Nos. Hol-863), -
gnmapatahn in the north (No.866) and Kibissa in the
‘east (Epigraphical notes 1974, 8).

The Munavava terracotts figurimes cannot be assigned
o the period to which the sertleiments in the vicinity
belong merely because these settlements aire located
close to the site, nor cun these objects be related to the
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period assigned to similar objects
on the basis of morphological slmﬂmdn.
ﬂsaigﬂed to terracotta cultures are only reksti
ing to P.E.P. Dearaniyagalu this culture ¢
3000 BC-200 AC, and possibly even up to.
AC.

Siran Deraniyagala, busing lis views on the
from Rajangana and Ampara has sssigned o
the 3rd century AD or a little later (1972 =
these assumptions should form a basis for re
definite dute for the Manavavi objects cin be s
only after the date recovered from the sile hi
subjected to a stratigraphical study.

Kemarks

We visited the sitc on 11,11, 1983, Mr. Siyamb
Ranayake., a labourer attached 1o the Cultural
relnted the story of the discovery of the objeats. /
ing 1o him they had been found when a el w
being levelled 1o enable o lorry carrying a load of
logs from the Muanavava jungle to pass. Mr, Sei
Dissanayake a Research Officer of the Sigirlya P
and Mr. Sarath Athulathmudali, the Project phe
grapher accompanied me 1o the site along with
Ratnavake and two other labourers.
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