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a8 & small stremm about 30km long which
p Nuovarngal-Kinda of the Aldhari moun-
flows to the Minneri-vava The wrea unier
thin the Kini Oyi basin from Nagolla-vava
afluence with the Pikimbi-ala. This survey
wfined to the west bunk of the Kiri Oya and
es which flow across the western plain. The
f the stresm has not been subjected 1o a
ue o the difficult terrmn, which includes
 and dense forest.

a flows roughly from north o south within
v It fows through @ mountainous villey
of approximately Sk tll it reaches the

f plain of the Kin Oya valley lies about
pbove scn level und is unculating terrain
phologicil feature of this pliuin is the
(which rises about 200m from the sur-
p and spreads over a distance of 3km
stream in the northern section of the
other distinguishing feature of the area
isadited hills that lie close to the stream,
sasin of the river on its eastern side is much
0 on the west, because the Konduruvava
abuts ity bunks. This mountain range
tween two major geographical zones
the Anuradhupura peneplain and the
eneplun (Erb 1970). The Konduravava
= Breaks ut wwo points within the study
e Detween these two peneplums, one
i and Migasvava and the other be-
g and Thakuluvava, These two passes
d s access paths from the Sigiriva
dhapura peneplain 10 the Alaliasa-
f the Polonnaruva peneplain.

alline limestone which 1s about 3500m
vrock formuaton of the western plaim:
ains sre mainly mide up of charnoc-
d plices, specially ut the banks of the
the wresence of quartzite (Vitanage,

Ku’i ﬂ}'n valley belongs to the Dry
€8 an annuul average rainfall of

‘fﬁ -3- TBBE) \

16%cm, The main source of runfall i the northeast
morsoon, which blows roughlv from mid-October to
mid:Februmy, The average temiperature of the area is
about 8U'F (Vitenage 1938, Perera 1984,

The western plain is mainly seriblund, Wwith specied
of dey lowland tree types. These scrublands have been
denuded through the years by chen cultivators whio
adopt the ‘slash-and-burn’ method of land-clearing foo
subsistence agriculture. The upper reachss of the Kin
Ova, the Konduruvavs mountains and some- ol their
vallovs are covered with dense wet deciduous: forest.
But some of the mer-mont valleys and the low lving
areas between the river and the foothills are covered
with patana grossiands. During the last two or three
decades, squatters hiave cleared and cultivited the banks
of the Kiri Oya at several points between Nagolla-vava
and Peikkulama.

The history of the study area goes back at least to
the formative period of Sni Lankan civilization in the
early Anuradhapuen penod, e, arca 3rd century BU
- Ist century AC. The two rocksshelters with cirly
Brahmi inscriptions a1 the Vavala monastery (sife 22)
indicate clearly that it was o Buddhist monastic settle-
ment belonging to the early lustoric period { Hanawella
1084: 210:211). The rock-shelter sites wt Alakolavava
(site 21), Dehigaha-alikania (site 14), wnd Gallindakanda:
(site 38) might have belonged also to the sime period.

The presence of several rock-sheliers with carly
Brahmi inscriptions at Sigiriys, Pldurangaln and
Kaludivapokuna, just off the Kiri Oya valley, stands is
evidence that the region was inhabited in the carly
Anuradhapura penod {Ranawella 1954, 198-218).

One of the earliest tanks. Suratissavapi, built by King
Saddhatissa (137-119° BC), seems w0 be located m or
ground the Kith Oya valley (Nicholas 1963 : 182). It has
not yel heen precisely identified. The monastery known
as Dakkhinagiri vehera, dlso built by King Saddhatissa
Is identified as the monastery wl Kaludiyspokuna
(Paranavitana 1932 | 257). The gigantic Minneri-vava,
built by King Mahasen (274-301 AC), spreads across
the Kini Oya at some distance down-stream of the survey
area. Legends assign the abandoned channel known as
Kappu-ala, flowing from Vavala towards Sigiriys, and
all the ks around the Kin Oya to King Mahasen
(Fernundo 1914: T1). Today King Mahasen is worship-
ped os o god, known as Minneri Devivo, and there are
Wi devalag in the ared consecrated w0 him o ot
Divakapills and Callinda.
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An inscription by King Kitsirmevan (301-328 AC).
son and successor of King Mahasen, hus been found ut
the Vavala monastery, The subject of the inscription is
a grant 1o the monastery of o paddy field, and the be-
nefits from taxes from u tank. We could conjecture thit
the tank referred toin the inscription is the Vavali-vava,
which spreads across the Kirt Ova, elose o the monas-
lery.

The emergence of Sigiriva as the capital city in the
time of King Kasyapa | (477495 AC) must have greatly
affected this region. The Kirl Oya is only about 10km
east of Sigiriys and most of the sites in the Kiri Oya
villley can be observed from the summit of the Siginya
Rock. However, the inter-connection between the cap-
ital city and the neighbounng niver valley is not yet
properly established. 1t 1s known thut limestone for con-
struchion work at Sigiriva was transported from the
Diyakapilla, THukvava, and Gallinda areas of the Kiri
Oya valley, It can also be assumed with o degree of
certainty thut the rosd linking Sigiriva with Polon-
naruva and Rohana traverses through the study drea
acrosy the Kiri Oya.

In King Kasyapa's time, a powerful individual named
Dathupabhuti of the Lambakarno clan, whi had been in
the service of the King, had ‘in ill-humour betaken him-
self to Meralivavagga and dwelt there'  (ov 39, 44-46),
Hereafter, this area is mentioned several times as having
been the refuge of dethroned kings and heirs to the
throne and other individuals who fell foul of the resgning
monarchs. Meralivavagga, also known as Merukandara
Rata or Merukandara Malaya Rata, 1s identified as the
mountainous arex including the upper Kiri Ova valley
(Nicholas 1963: 111). Hence, it can be¢ questioned
whether the whole Kiri Ova valley ever come under the
sway of King Kasyapa even though it lies in close pro-
ximity to Sigiriva.

Some of the structural remaing at the Kir Ova valley
sites show that they could belong to the late Anuradhap-
ura period Le. post 5th century AC. The ruins ai
Nuvaragaln Kanda (site 57) could belong 1o the Type of
forest monasteries  that flounshed i the late
Anuradhapura period { Bandaranavake 1974: 118=119);
The remains ar site 17, Dehigaha-alukanda, seem to
belong 1o a Pabbata vihara that also flourished in the
same period. The monastic remnins ot Gallindikanda
(site 38). may be identified as the Veluvany vihara that
was built by King Aggabodhi 1T (604-614 AC) for the
Sagaliya Nikava (cv 42,43). From descriptions given in
the Culavamss, we can accept that the Veluvana vihara
was located hetween Sigiriya and Minneriva. And the
term ‘Veluvana vihira' means ‘the monastery of the
bamboo forest”. That Gallindakanda is situated between

Th

Sigiriya and Minneriva and & covered with
forest may not be co-incidental, King leg

ALY had given an area called Kukkuluyit
uvana vihara (v, 44.49). The sense of e

kulavitti. seems 1o be conveved |n
‘kukurumahangodavals  Kandattalymg*

name of the site st Gallindakanda, Kukkuly
the first pirts of the two words seem 1o ha.
sound and somewhat close in meaning, whije i
and kadattalama mean, “a pass’. The preset
at the pass that must have been wied 1o
dakanda to go towards Minneriva from &

At KO, 34 near Peikkolama there isa b
ered inscription, with only i few letters ren
and there, which can be Fﬂ1ﬂﬁl‘lgmphwuﬂy' _
the sixth or sevenith century. A partly worn gty
mseription belongimg to the period of
wis found at the Peikkulama tank bund. B
mscriptions: are not of much help in ide
cvents of history, but they prove thit there
actvity in this areain the period to whicly tlu-y _

The first Sinhalis King at Polonmaruva, i
1 (10551110 AC) gave Merukundars Ratn (o8
Veravamma when the prince marricd  his- diig
Yasodhara (ev. 59.27). The place called V
the Merukandara Rata could be identified » ith
degree of probahility as the place
Vavala (Nicholas 1963: 111). It is ulso mention8
place to which Prince Parskramabahu sent hisgo
der, Rukkha, with his troops to prepare for g
aguinst Prince Gajabahu ol Polonmaravi.

Some othér places mentioned in the Cf
connection with Prince Parakramabahu’s
be identified as having been in the locality
va. The off-mentioned Galkands, Ga
Silakanda, which means ‘the rocky
suggested by Codrington to he the Konde
tain  (Codrington 1922 : 69}, This mounts
have heen the boundary between the domi
marpva and Dakkhinadesa before they we
King Parakramabahu. The place aulled Por
might be located near this boundary, since §
tioned that Prince Parukrpmabahy, WHsHs
bloodstined sword and rested there befores
the plice called Janapada in Polonnaruvi, Wi
in Prince Gajabahiu's domauin

The Culavamsa  refers 10 Demalith
Opanamika, the two places that Prince Pard
is said to have reached when he returned @
journey from the palsce of Prince CGajatihil 88
naruva, seem to be located close to the K G

According 1o Nicholas® identification the IS
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ulia within the Kirl
phice called Vikramap-
ed near the Nuvirragala
13). Both these places
of battle in the wars
Prince Gajabahu of

nd the shiftng of the
jy cenfury seems 1o have
e advanced settlements
Polennaruva, and
¢ settlements in the
ahandoned and the
Sth century evicualion.
tural evidence remain
13th century until the
the Kandyan period.
the whole area wis
fements did exist as

the settlements in the
have been as advanced
i and  Polonnaruva
not in close proximity
jﬁﬂ_ﬂtumi:ﬂ in the Dry
in the Kondyan period,
route linking the capital
1 port of Trincomalee,
illey crossing it at Peik-
bed this part of the road
i i mentioned as an
Nulunda and Min-

spdor: 1o Kandy, who
tions the Kin Ove as ‘Pl

tion of "Kirt Ova’ which
1058 : 41). The second
. Johin Andrews, who
siys thit there wis no
ron Minneriya until they
gar good water” which can
it Peikkulama (Lewis 1917
d Trincomalee from Kandy

prther says that ‘each ol
ik that affords crops annu-
of the few fumilics whom

fittle enviable spots

s ‘Peikkulama was descrted
Of its insalubrity’ (levers

1899 2012:203). In 1818, at the time of the great Kandyan
rebellion a British detachment lead by Capt. Philip de
Latre was attacked by the Kandyans led by Pilmatalava
at the Kiri Oya, probably near Peikkulama { Piens 1930

231).
Major Forbes, who 1s known as the first to record

the ruins st Sigiriya, mentions that he halted at the
post-houses of Nayakumbura, Gonava and Peikkuluma,
when he visited Polonnaruva from Kandy (Forbes
1840:394), Since, he savs, Navakumbura was the only
village in ‘a damp and dreary jungle a1 this part of the
roud’, It can be believed that there were no settlements

even at Peikkulami by that time,
After 1831, when the new cart-road was made to

Trintomules, the ald road via Peikkolama was neg-
lected. However, even ufter 1833, some travellers have
gone via Peikkulama to Minneriya (Tennent 1860
Brohier 1934: 28-33), We o not know whether they
used the old road or took some other way. Todoy, there
are two footpaths from Peikkulima towards Minneriva.
One is via Migasvava and the other is via Dikkanda-ala.
These two roads have been in existence at least since
the lute 19th century, They are indicated in the carly
topographical maps prepared n 1897 (Grinlinton 1 808:
mup).

Pelkkulima is not inhabited today, nor has it been
populated within living memory Dikkanada-ala was
populated by n few familics until they re-setiled in new
colonies at Koadurava In the 1930 (Samaranayake
1982}, Toduy, there are live purani villages. namely
Gallinda, Wukvava, Diyakapilla, Kosgaha ala and
Alakolavava in the Kiri Oya valley, Gallinda, the village
at the northern end of the study area, is very important
in an ethnological sense, as it is a Vadda village (Selig-
mann 1911}, Gallinda was the home of 60 Vaddas in
1891, but it was totally deseried by 1931 (Brow
1978:201), Today there isone Vadda family who accord-
ing to them are the sole survivors of the three Vadda
families who migrated to this village about fifty years
ago from Rotavava, another Vadda village near Min-
neriyi. The present Vadda family who are the only
inhabitants of Gallinda village carty on'the wraditional
ritunl duties at the devale of the village.

All the other pumns villages are occupied by the
lower ranks among the Govigami people, These villages
have been chunging through the last two decades but
still retain many of their primitive charucteristics. They
ave situated in the scrubland linked with each other only
by gravel roads and footpaths. Other than these purana
villuges, there are two other new settlements al Vitvala
and Muilattava established about X and 1) years ago
respectively, and settled with people brought from out-
gide the region,

5§/
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Method of Survey

The preliminary work on the sites included intervicws
with the villagers. This entailed wilking through the
ternitory under survey along the banks of the Kiri Oya
and its- tributanes. Talking to the residents was usceful
as their knowledge was helpful in locating sites. The
numbenng of the sites wus done according to the sequ-
ence in which they were found, The sites were located
with the holp of the Survey Department topographical
mups and aerial photographs, Random sumpling was
done at the sites, and photagraphs were tuken of general
views of each area,

Charpcteristics and classificution of sites

The identifying of sites was based on the presence of a
fair quantity of potsherds, iron slags, stone work,
brickbats, rubbje, dripledged shelters, und inseriptions.
Of the 58 sites thus identified, S0 of them were not
known before the survey, While some of the sites seem
to have been used for several purposes, or have changed
their purpose from time to time, athers could be
Gategorised s settlement sites, monastic sites, iran pro-
duction sites ete. nccording to artefacts found.

An overall view of the site plan suggests that the main
ctor determining the location of sites was the availa.
bility of water. Almost all the sites are located close 1o
A perennial stream or spring. Another festure is the
location of some sites at the confluence ot the tributaries
with the main river, It is also significant that each of
the major pottery sites was located in ¢lose proximity
10 @ tank or a stream, This feature common to the
existing purana villages points 1o the fact the settlement
sttes that survived over a long period of tme were those
associated with tanks, 11 s remarkable that the network
of footpaths that link the existing purana villages puss
through most of the sites identified. It is quite possible
that many of these link-paths would haye been in exis-
tence at the time when the now extinet seitlements were
peopled.

Monastic sites were generally located on barren rid pes
of fairly high elevation. This enabled g view of the sur-
rounding area-and settlements. The Jar et monastic sites
were situated close 1o one or more large settlemem site.
indicating that the more prosperous settlements could
muntain a larpe mdmastery,

The tron slug sites provide evidence that the Kiri Oya
villley settlements were once highly-developed in lirge-
scale production of iron. In e Kandyan period and
the colonial period, i e post 16th century, such sites
ure not evident, So the sites identified would have be.
longed 1o the Anuradhapurg or Polonnaruva periods,

75 "

‘with the neuresy,

Cursory observation of potiery samples glgg L
that they maost likely have belonged to thess W et

SITE CLUSTERS
After the site map wits plotted it was clearly
the sites identified were in clome proximity 1]
HEErOups or clusters, So, to facibitate study the K,
sites (KO) were divided into eight clusters from
W aorth viz.
I, Vuvala cluster
- South Kosgaha-ali cluster
- Dehigaha-ala cluster
Peikkulama cluster
- North Kosgaha-als cluster
v Diyakapilla cluster
- Mlukvava: cluster und
8 Gaollinda cluster |
A few sites did not fall into any particular cluster g
they were dealt with individually or described sl :

o LA e Ul kS

|

Viavala cluster
Fhe Vavala cluster contains cight siteés including
IWa monastic sites (KO. 8. 22). pwo large Selt g
ment sites (KO 52, 53) and one large iron prod £
tiom site (KO 54), All these sites are ludated below the
Vivila-vava, the largest tank in the Kiri Oy valley
The Vavala-vava, the Kiri Oya, the Kosgitha-ala, the
Kappu-ala and several perennial springs keep this cluse
ter of sites well watered. KO. 52 and 33 of the Vavals
cluster are amaong the few miajor settlement sites in the
Kiri Ovei valley, KO.'54 is one of the Major iron produc--
tion sites und it is the only site where we found resl
tron fragments other than iron slags. KO 22, the Vavaly
monastery, is the largest rock shelter site in the Kiri
Ova valley,

South Kosguha-aly cluster

Sites north of the Vavila cluster. belong to the South
Rosgahivala cluster, It contains seven sites, ‘which in-
clude four pottery sites (KO. 1, 2, 3, & 5). two iron
slig sites (KO, 4 & 7) und one rock-shelter site (KO. 21)
but none of them can be clussified ax large or mujor
sites. These sites are distributed southwards from the
Kosgitha-ala which is the only perennial tributary 1o
feed the Kiri Oya. KO. 4. one of the iron slag sites of
this cluster, contains a flat rock with ‘conical holes’
which is interpreted us having been associated with the
iron production site (Mogren, above, of Parker 1909
221:234); On a smull hill close 1o the other won slag
site (KO. 7) there i< u flight of quartzite steps leading
tw the hilltop, The site KO, 6, southeast of this cluster,
IS an interesting site rather isolated at o glade valley
whith goes into the Kondiruvava ridges cast of the Kin
Oya
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ila cluster
is formed along the Dehigaha-ala tributary
fhe Kirl Ova about Tkm north of the South
confluence. Among the sites of this cluster,
KO, 14 and 17 found on the low mountain
Dehigalia-ala Kunda near the Dehigahi-ala
are significant;
a monastic site with four rock-shelters be-
Jane phase of 1ts existence. 1t also shows evi-
aving been used for secular purposes as a
ale iron production centre. KO. 17 is also o
¢ with ruins of some free-standing buildings.
o e n Pabbata viliarg tiat belongs w the late
Tl ! period. It can be dssumedd that KO, 14,
‘monastic site, would have shifted to KO, 17
b monastery wis Laken over for the purpose
duction
vava village is upstresm of the Dehigaha-ala
and surrounded by some sites and four ancient
he rock-shetter (KO, 21}, assigned to the South
ali cluster, has been used by the people of
jge in the Kandyan period and i later times
their village temple.
Jirrat cluster
ted between the Makarayavalsuipota-ala and
fi tunk hive been considered as another clus-
dles viz. the Peikkulama cluster. At one of the
settlement sites, 1dalluvala (KO, 20). located ut
sl bink of the Peikkulami wnk (KO. 58) is a
eroded inscription. A quarry site. 4 probable brick
i a few other pottery sites are also included in
uster.
Kiri Oaya lows through a barren gorge between
g and North Kosgaha-ala village, No sites
gen in this part of the Kiri Oya valley This may be
the barrenness and inadequacy of land space
wiiluble for a settlement to develop. There is yet
other. brouder vatley east of the Kiri Ova and the
At modntiin ridge towards the north of Kosgaha-
e, This valley wis also inspected, bul no sites
found except for KO, 36 close 1o the North Kos-
u village. This was perhaps due 1o the lack of
anent witer in this valley, However, the ancient
from Peikkulama to Minneriya vin Dikkanda-ali
ve heen through this valley.
Kosgnha-ala chesrer
eluster of sites i fommed around the Kosgihaala village
< close 10 e North Kosgahasula confluence. The village
mote and iwolated, with only six inter-reloted families
g there. The tank calléd the Vannigamaya-vava hes
e the villige, supplving water to the paddy fields spread
veen the tmk and the Kiri Oyva.
aemmncd

= gela,

© oslc EdBEgucn |§

Among the sites ol the North Kosgaha-aln ¢luster,
KO. 26 s the most interesting. 1t has a fes mounis
associnted with a large quantity of iron slags and a few
brickbats. The site to the cast of Kirl Oya (KO. 36) is
#lso an important site yince 11 is on the Peiklkulama-Min-
nefiya roule.

There is a very lurge settlement site about Zkm
downstream from the North Kosgaha-ala confluence at
Dikkanda-ala (KO, 29). This site secms an solated site,
since it is located rather off the North Kosguha-ala clus-
ter and there are no other sites located in the vicinity.

The ares between Dikkanda-ali and the Pilimbi-ala
confluence was not investigated due to the thick jungle
and lack of time. This part of the Kiri Oy and the
valley which goes castwards through the mountains ut
Dikkanda-ala are worth investigating even in the pext
SCUSOT.

Diysikapills cluster

This cluster of sites s formed along the Diyakapilla-ala
(upper reaches of the North Kosgahu-ata), and its branches,
above Vannigamaya-vava, around Diyakapilla village. This
village is an existing purama village. with about 30 fumilies
resident. There is 4 devale consecrated to Minneri Deviyo
(G Minnéri) ot this village The present building s @
recent construction of wattle and daub. There must uve
been 4 long sssociation Between the village and the devale

since the name of the village relates to ritunls of this devale.

Among the sites, KO 32 at Diyakapilla village is
significant because u terracotta figurine of a primitive
type was discovered hete, KO. 24, is also notable ay it
is # ruined monastic site.

Hukvava clisier
This cluster of sites is north of Divakapilla and on the pluin
west of Gallinda Kandi, The Pihimbt-alis rises on the west-
ern shope of Gallinda Kanda and flows through this plvn
to join the Kin Oya. The inhabitants of the purmnd viblags
af Tlukvava, have been resetiled in a remodelled village at
a4 new site, but the ‘purana gammandiya’ still rommins where
thie village ongnally stood. There sre four ancient tanks
around this village, two of them still in use. while the other
iy are dbandoned. An interesting: terracotty site below
one of the tanks (K0 34) had been found by accident when
earth was removed for the renovation of the hund m 1957
(Deranivagals 1957). There are two large setllement sites
(KO, 42 & 43). on cither side of the Pihimbi-ala clirse 10
the tanks. The site at Gallinda Kanda (KO. 38) s a lage
maonastery sitee which iy have been the main titunl centre
of this cluster of sites and perhaps of the North Kosguhia-ala
and Gallinda clusters too

The Pihimbi-ala below Hlukvava could not be in:
spected due to the thick scrub and the wild eleplunts

OeB) 7
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that frequent the area. However, two more sites (KO,
40 & 47) off Hukvava, slong the Pihimbi-als were
found. One of them is below Gallindu-maha-vava (KO,
40) and the other is near the confluence of the Pikimbi.
aln #nd the Kiri Oya.
Crallincta cluster
This cluster of sites s located aroimnd thit Gallinda villge:,
north of the Hlukviva cluster. This village & the only Vi
village in the Sigiriya-Dambally region (Seligmann 1911),
At the begmning of this century there had been three familics
resicent here (Ihid), Today this village has anly one family,
This family continues 1o conduct the rituals 1o God Minneri
at the village devale. The present devirde s o recently maide
wattle and daub shrine. But its wooden carved door frume
appears to be a work of art of the Kandyin peniod
There Is a perennial spring rising from the limestone
bed at Gallinda. The name Gallinda, which means
‘stone well’, is abo derived from this spring: There is
d small pottery site (KO, 39) bordering this spring. Of
the other two sites, one is a small monastery (KO. 46)
and the other, Veheragodalla (KO. 45) is difficult to
categorise. It has some heaps of limestone rubble lying
on & hill northwest of the Gallindys spring.

Site description

A brief description of each site found in the Kiti Ova
villey is presented below, This description is in-
adequate, but ax the main concern for this season was
to plot the sites, details were collected only 10 identify
them. Hence. their size and dimensions. the catchment
arcas, inter-connections between sites and the problems
of chronological order are not dealt with.

KO. 12 Is located at the western bank of the South
Kosgaha-aln, south west of its confluence with the Kiri
Oya. Potsherds and a few brickbats were found scat-
tered ol the site. Most of them had been unearthed
when tilling for cultivation.

KO. 2: On the same bank of the south Kosgiha-ala,
south. of site 1. Only a few potsherds were present.
Most of them were at spots where the soil had eroded.

KO, 3: East bunk of the South Kosgaha-uld further 1o
the-south of KO 2. Only a few potsherds were seen,

KO, 4 West bank of the south Kosgaha-ala, upstream
of site 3,

A considerable number of potsherds and iron slags were
scattered around. A Nat rock with six ‘conical holes®
cun be seen at this site.

KO. 5: West hank of the South Kosgaba-aln, north of
KO. 4, It is direetly opposite KO. 3 on the eastern
bank. Some potsherds were to be seen.

KO. 6: Open savanna valley. surrounded by thick

bt

—

forest, cast of the Kini Oya. Potsherds were scattered|
over # large area, but they were not very numerous, A
small tributary flows along this valley to join the Kjyj
Oya. Al this site there 15 & perennial spring in the tivey
hrd

KO. 7: Located between the South Kosgaha-aly angd.
the Kin Oya. Iron slags were heaped ut three places g
this site. This may have been done by the preseni-<lay
farmers. A few potsherds were also to be seen. There
1§ o sovall Wil east of the site. Ttis surrounded by terraces
and there were three dressed quarizite stones, which
may have been steps of a ruined building probably
sttuated at the top of the hill,

KO, 8: Vahakottevaya, at the castern bank of the Kin
Oya, about 200m below Vavala-vava. Pillars of 20 ol
building were found. There were also brickbats and tile
picces. A lew potsherds were also seen here and there,
Finds idicate that it had been a Buddhist monustery,

KO. 9: Eastern bank of the Kiri Ova, north of KO,
8. The site is surcounded by the Kiri Ova and its tribut.
ary. A few potsherds appeared where the eroded eurth
slopes towards the streams,

KO. 10: South of Nagolla-vavi, the southern most
site visited, There is 4 pillared building which looks like
a. ruined monastery. A considerable number of tile
pieces; and a few poisherds were scattered around the
pillars,

KO. 11: East of the Kiri Oya at the Kosgahn-ala con-
fluence. The site is demarcated on three sides by the
meundering Oya and on the other side by the fool of
the mountains. The site appears to be inundated by the
flood waters of the Ova in the rainy seasons. Potsherds
were scattered here and there at the site. Only one
piece of iron slig was to be seen.

KO. 12: Between the Dehigahi-als and Kiri Oy il
the Dehigahi-ala confluence. The land is an abendoned
paddy field now covered with serub. A collection of
large blocks of iron slags could be seen at the site. A
tew potsherds were also scattered about.

KO. 13: The eastern bank of the Dehignha-aly, south-
west of site KO 12, Dehigaha-ala has o few springs near
the site. A small brook joins it at a point close to the
site. A few potsherds und o piece of iron slag were found.

KO- 14: Site in the southern part of the Dichigahuuia-
Kanda, which is just north of the Dehigaha-ala tribut-
ary. The presence of four dripledged tock-shelters
shows the site Lo have been an carly Buddhist monastic
centre. One of the caves contains a series of mortices
or pustholes which indicate a plan of a wooden platform.
Another cave has lime plaster remains on its roof. Pot-
sherds were {ound at these three rock shelters, A flat
baulder west of these rockshelters has six “conical holes
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3 ite at Valikadayaya between

the abundoned Hirivadunna-vava and Alwkola-vava
further southwest of KO. 14, A branch of the Dehigaha-
ala flows by this site. It was a dry stream bed m the
time of visiting.

KO, 2 One of the largest pottery sites al the Kiri
Oya valley, located at ldallavala on the westeérn bank
of the Peikkulama tank. Potsherids were scattered very
densely on the surtace, while the clay pits at the site
<how that there are some potsherds about 3em below
the surface, It was very interesting to see that there
were some potshérds in the wattle and daub walls of a
recently built hut ut the site. However we could see
only une piece of iron slag among the finds st the site
There are also three stone tetraces, lying in u porth-
south direction roughly at about 20 m intervals from
each other

KO. 21 A dnp-ledged rock-shielter located east ol
Alakolavava village, that has been registered as an *Ari-
cient Monument’ by the Archagology Department (An-
cient Monument Register: 475). The residents of
Alakolavava villiage say that this rock-shelter served as
o temple until it fell into disuse and neglect ot the begin-
ing of this century, Unfortunately. the structural re-
mains in the rock-shelter have been completely de-
molished recently by the villagers in the name of resto-
ration, When the writer visited the site on an carlier
occasion in December 1983, there were remains of wat-
tle and duub walls which divided the rock=shelter into
two compartments. The southern compartment, which
is the larger one, was the shrine room of the temple,
While the sdjoining compartment appeared to be a
dwelling place (Munatunga 1984), In the shrine room,
there were remains of a pedestal or a foundation for &
<mall statue. now missing. The two walls of the shrine
raom had been lime washed, Panels depicting the Ves-
santara Jataka and the Suvisi Vivarana adorn the walls.
It is interesting that the panels of the palniings were
only a few centimetres wide, and the style of the paint-
ings showed characteristics of primitive folk wrt which

existed in remole areas in th Kandyan period. The pig:
ments of the pamtings had peeled off andd only & few
pittehes and black outlines remain,

While the paintings of this rock-shelter belong to the
Kandyan period, its history should be of much catlier
dute. It is situated in the same rock ridge as Vavali sind
Dehiguha-ala-kanda and so can be assigned 10 a mich
carlier periad than the Kandyan period,

KO, 22 The monastery site ot Vavalu It situnted
on u tocky hill slope about Tkm northwest of Vavala-
vava. The monastery 18 a complex of six medium sized
rock-shelters and somye ruined buildings.

There are two early Bruhmi inscriptions. and one

]|



m mseription, engraved in these rock-shel-
- The lutter has nol yet been properly deciphered.
‘but seems to belong to the period of King Kitsirimesan
an the subject of some txes levied from a tank gifted
1o the monastery,

In one of the rock-shelters, o thick plaster-couted,
brick and mud wall still remuins. A torse of @ small
Buddhu statue, smallet in style to those of the middle
Anuradhapura period stands outside this rock-shelter
Powherds, brickbats and ile pieces are common on the
premises of these sheliers

KO. 23 A site south of Diyakapills village und in the
south bank east of the Diyakapilla-ala. The footpaths
from the dircction of North Kosgaha-ala und [ukvava
meet at this site. An elevated carth ridee, such as a
tank bund could be scen hgre. There were 4 few
brickbats and picces of iron sag associated with the
elevated earth bund. This might be an indication of the
presence of an ubandoned tank built by damming the
Divakapilln at the site,

KO, 24: Remains of a monastery, to the north of the
Diyakapilla-ala, about 150m northeast of KO, 23,
There are four limestone slabs, arranged in a rectangle
which might be an indication of a foundation of a build:
ing. There are also two small mounds. one short stone
pillar, and a slab like a flower altar. There is & depressivg
n the carth much like & dry pond near which o few
brickbats and potsherds were also found.

A brunch of the Diyukapilla-ala flows north an the
site. It was dried up at the time of the visit, but there
is 4 perennial spring known is the 'Velangaha Ulpota.
i the stream bed close 1o the site.

KO, 25: A site at North Kosgaha-ala village. There
‘were potsherds ot un uncultivaned spot om higher ground
than the surrounding paddy ficlds below Vin-
nigamaya-vava. Some sinoll pieces of iran slag were
found in the yard of 4 Homestead adjoining the paddy
ficlds.

KO. 26: A site hetween the paddy fields of North
Kosgati-ala village and the western bank of the Kiri
Oya. Several mounds with iron slag and brickbats show
With certainty that the site had been an iron production
centre it one time.

KO. 27: A site at 'the western bank of the Kiri Oya
about 200m below KO, 26. It contains g few potsherds:
and iron slags, specially ut the eroded places near the
stream.

KO. 28: A mound with several brickbats und iron stag
thait may indicute a collapsed iron smithy. at the notth-
emn boundary of the paddy fields a1 North Kosguha-zls
village. It is between the North Kosgaha-ali and the
Kiri Oya, but closer 1o the former than the latter,

#2

KO, 29: One of the lnrgest sertlement sites at The ki
Oyan valley located at Dikkanda-ala. Potsherds wire
scuttered very denscly between the abandoned tink of
Dikkanda-ala and the eastern bank of the Kiri Oya, AL
few picces of won slag were also among the finds,

KO. 300 A smull pottery site on the Divakapilly =
North Kosgalu-ala road, near Vannigamayva-viva Par.
sherds appeared due 10 erosion caused by o wates
course, which flows oaly in the rainy seasons, when (e
Dehigahu-ala thut crosses the footpath to Vannigamiya,
vavi overflows,

KO, 31: Site at Divakapilla village. A primitive tve
af terracottn figurme has been found on the northern
hank of the Divakupilla-ala, when i pit was dug for
clay. Potsherds could be seen on the opposite side ol
the iribuniry. There is u perennial spring, rising from.
the limestone bed of the tribusary, at the site. So suffi.
cient water is fed to the stream bed at this part of s
course even in the dry season,

KO. 32: Ruined structure in the valley, about 1km:
east of Peikkulama tank. There are two boulders oy
either side of the pass where the valley nurrows. Tlie
ruins qire on the southern boulder, indicating a wquire
terrace, surrounded by semi-dressed stone Blocks which
hold three stone: pillars and @ large collection of
brickbats that would belong 10 s collapsed building.

At the bottom of the other boulder are found 4 series
of mortices in i semiscircular line. These might have
served us the base of brickwork of 4 building associated
with the boulder or perhaps, 4 large wall buili connect-
ing the two boulders,

There is & footputh that crosses the Kondurava moun
tains viu this valley parallel to the stream that flows
along {t. The remains m the valley must have been in
same way connected with this road - very probably
as i fort ora pass that controlled and guarded the raad-
way.

KO, 33: A site south of KO. 20, Potsherds are scattered
over i large aren, bul not as demsely as in KO, 20
Observation of recent disturbance to the ground at some
places, indicate that there are potsherds even helow the
subgoil,

There is an inseribed boulder wt the southern end of
the ridge lying west of the site. It has been badly eroded
due to recent ehena cultivation. Only o few letters re-
main. This inveription is totally illegible. The characters
seem (o be similar 10 those of the 6th or 7th century
seript of early Sinhaln.

KO. 34: Stone guarry site at the middle of the ridge
Iving west of KO\ 33, The cut marks-on the boulders,
and half split stone boulders are evidence of dressing.
This could have been one of the quarries that supplied
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D039 A small pottery site, just east of the Gullinda
ig. The temporury huts on the trees around the

spring ure used by game hunters. This spot is known as
a good hunting ground as animals often come there 1o
dririk. The spring at Gallinda s well-known since 1t is
located in close proximity 1o the present motorable road
from Sigiriva to Moragasvaya.

KO, 40: A site below the Gallinda-maha-viva. Other
thiun o few potsherds lying below the dam of the tank,
there Is a large stone slab approximately 10m long and
Im broad,

KO, 41; A site about 300m north of the Vavala monas-
tery on the west bank of the abandoned channel. Pot-
sherds and a few pieces of wwon slag were to be seen.

KO. 42: A large pottery site at the wesi bank of the
Pihimbi-aln, eastof the Tuk-vava and south of Alut-vava
at Nukvava village. Potiery was scattered very densely
sl the site bt only one piece of iron slng was noticed.
A piece of brownish chert which might be a waste par-
ticle off @ stone tool is notable among the finds.

KO. 43: One of the largest pottery sites found in the
Kiti Oya wvalley, ut the plice locally known as
Kakunagasgodavala-Kadattalama in Hukvava, It is on
the castern bunk of the Pihimbi-ala, just south of KO.
37 and about 100m . northeast. of KO. 42. The dense
accumulation of potsherds 15 remarkable at the site.
One might see them in heaps ar several places. How-
ever, it is significant that there was only one piece of
iron slag among the noticeable finds.

KO, #4: Terracotta site, just below the bund of Thk-
vilvan il its western end. The site was found by accident
when earth was cut for renovating the tank bund in
1958 (Deraniyagala 1958 : 22-25). There are about 85
pieces of terracottas, including human and animal fi-
gures, now stored at the Anumdha:run Archacological
Museum. The figurines are primitive in style and seem
to be connected with fertility cults. A detail description
of these finds appenrs elsewhere in this report (Nandadeva
halow),

K. 45; The site called Veheragodalls about S00m
northwest of the Gallinda spring, Therc are several
heups of limestone rubble at the fool of a small hill
slope. This rubble is a collection from the site itself
There is a limestone bed at this site. Some of the heaps
of stones seem to have been disturbed, probably by
treasure huniers.

Veherngodalla means ‘the mound of the stupa’. Con-
trary to whatever the name means, these heaps cannot
be identified as remamins of stupas. There are two hypoth-
esessone that they are the burial sites such as the ‘cairne
burinls” of South India, and the other; that it had been
o Vadda ritual centre, as Gallinda is idemified os o
Vadda settlement, However, present knowledge on the
site is not sufficlent w determine ifs significance,

8
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KO, 46 Ruined structure ot Pattilava, betwien Gal-
linda and Udavalayaguma, west of KO, 45, 115 a small
rectangular building, about 4 x 3m containing nine stone
pillars. The presence of a large old Bo-tree at this place
shows that the ruins belong to a Buddhist monastery

KO. 47: A site ot the west bank of the Kirl Oya, some
hundred meters north of the Pikimbi-ala confluence.
Some potsherds had once been found below the topsoil
when digging a hole for a fenee post. The site was
examined and it was noticed thot there couid be a con-
siderable number of potshends buried ut the site. In the
vicinity of the post hole. there were some polsherds
dlose to the surface, but they seem to have been' dug
otit from the provnd.

KO, 48: A site at Alakoliviava village close 1o the bank
of the Pahala-vava. Potsherds and a few picces of iron
slag were 1o be seen there.

KO. 49: A site west of Pahala-vavis at Alakolavava
village. A few potshends and some small pieces of iron
stag were noticed below the top soil at the places unco-
vered where the soil was disturbed to cut drains.

KO. 50: A site a1 Makarayavalauipote-ain confluenice,
west of the Kiri Ova and north of the Makarayivalaul-
pota-ala, Potsherds and a few brickbats and tle pleces
were among the linds st the site,

KO, 51: A site at the eastern side of the Kin Ovya,
north of KO, 15, KO. 50 and 33 are on the opposite
side of the bends of the Kiri Oya. Potsherds and i piece
of iron slag were to be seen among the finds. Potsherds
were not many, but were scattered over @ large area,

KO. 52: A lurge pottery site ut Vavala, upstream of
the South Kosgaha-aln, 1tis between the Vavala monas-
tery (KO. 22) und the South Kosgnha-ala tributary, A
perennial spring, well-known to the villagers, is situated
west of the site. Potsherds were scuttered very densely
all over the site. Among them an object like a pinnacle
or a Jampstand had been found by one of the inhabitants.
A few pieces of iron slag and a piece of hrownish col-
oured chert which looks like a waste particle were
among the finds. A small stone pillar was found on the
opposite bank of the tributary.

KO. 53: Another large pottery site st Vavala cast of
KO, 52. A branch of the Kosgsha-ala fows through
the site. Potsherds were scattered on both sides of this
stream but there were fewer on the eastern side. Other
than potsherds, one piece of ron slag and a prece of
toof tile were among the finds.

KO, 54: A farge iron production site at Viavala, about
3Mm South of KO\ 53. There is  mound with a large
guantity of iron slug and brickbats at this site. Other
than iron slag there are some fragments of iron bars

oo, A flut rock with conical holes, as al KO 4 and 14,
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lies north of this site, between KO, 53 and 34,

KO, 55 A small pottery site at Vavali. 1l is at ¢
paint where the I'.'.mgaha-ulu und the channel whick
comes from Vavala-viva join. There i% a perenni
springon the bed of the Kosgaha-alaclose to the site.

KO, 56 A small pottery site at Vavala, west of ty
North Kosgiha-ala at its confluence with the channel)
Other than pottery. a few brickbats. a picce of roof 1jjs
andl a piece of iron slag were found.

K. 57: Monastery site ot Nuvaragals ot the soyrge
of the Kiti Ova. It Is an important site as it is the carliegy
Known, A visit 1o the site was nol possible in the coupis
of this survey. A full description of the site, published.
in the Bell reports, is reproduced as an appendix,

KO, S&: Ruins at the recently bresched edstern st
of Peikkulama tank. A stone paving is revealed on the
tank bottom at the point where the sluice gate once
stood. Broken pillars, and several brickbats, that muy
belong 1o the sluice are scattered at this place, The
remaining parts of the bund show that it was 1erraced
with the stone blocks. The Peikkulama pillar inséiption
(Paranavitana 1958) Is said to Have been found at this
sile.

Abbrevigtions
v = Culivitmsa
IRAS (C>B:>) — Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
{Ceylon Branch)
my = Mahavamsa
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