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After several unsuccessful anempts during the st decade of the |97
gentury, the British conguesed the Kandyan ngdumm 1815 (sew, de Sthva
C1953), As aresult b this change of government, the wdministrative system
of the Kandvan Privinces wos subjected to chianges, some ol wiiich were
quite apparent while others were subtle in nature. However, these chanhges
‘were 1ol direel chidllenges 1o the exisning administrative system in that area
(see. Kulasckern 1984), This was evident, particularly during the first fifleen
Car iwenty years alter e Gaptire of power. Although sone drastic measures
- were: taken after the rebellion of 1818, the basic administrative structiune wis

fept intact us much as [}UhﬁlhlE This was due to the fuct that the Brtish were
vigilant over the tisk of an indigenous resistimee, and they were very much
ware tat a simple lapse from theii part would seeely (gnie such reststance
i '-Silvm 1953, p. 168},

Law and the admimstration of justice were vital aspects of the
adriinistriaive systent of the Kandyins, Pleve, whal is meadnt by the law s the
'-'":=-: ditional cusiomary law of the- Kandyuns which was popularly known as
the "Kundyan Law’. This Liw has Become & miajor component ol the British
# inistrative system of the Kandvan Provinees after 1815 The objective
OF this article is 1o examinie the niture of the changes brought about to the
Jaw by the British durng the first fifteen years of therr rule of the Kandyan
Provinces.!
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