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Chorlote Perkins Ghlitin’s The Yellow Wallpapei 15 considered by
MNY o be o proneering feminist st although b was first read as o
*-h.l-l‘:r‘r!hl:llﬂ madness. Critics such ay Paula A Triechler und Cathering
Golden have argued for the Imiportance of seeing the lungnbge of the
texl s destibalizitg wnd chil lenging putrinrchil limgnage They see
thet “Comtridictions™ atributed 1o the wallpaper ps hemg opposed 10
culd and rational patriarchal fanguage. Feldsteirn and Wiesenthl e
from i poststructuralise perspective (hil it fmpartant o fm.u».nu
e thie texl destibilizes Tanguage | Both these eritical stances: work
Fromm the assimprion thas madness s antithencal languaze and th
the pattem inthe wallpaper is neprresetitative Of this ibdncss, o e
that chullenges rtiotid fsomutimes inerpreted as aedical) lainguiee
I argue thit in The Yellow Wallpaper, madness is nop antithenical to
Munguage. and that the langwyge of the text tsell carnes seectural
contradictions thar can bo seen s “niadness.” Th my reidling. the
wl [paper Tunenons, o s itilich iy the opposite of rationality, but as
vomcething that distracts the reader from the madness ambedded i the
seermingly mttonal marmanve of this povarfully distirbiie shont sy,
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