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It would be a relief for ESL teachers anywhere i the wirld to/be
knowledized about the order of acquisition of grammatical morphe pies
of thair students, expecuilly iy designing sy llabuscand inassessment

Marpheme arder studies lielp languige teachers in detetmining the:
acquisition order of morphemes by the students and there by design 4
imore leurmer centered curticulum. Being the first of itskind m BSE
research in Sri Lanka, the rationale bietliind this study 15 to Tind) o
whether adult ESL learners in Sri Lanka produce gramaticul
piorphermes as predigted by the morpheme order stigdhies ard thereby

use the findings (o ussist cutviculim design. The production ol Engl ish:
marphemes was observed in the writing of 35 Sri Lankan adul ESI,
Jesrmirs in @ umversity setting. Essays written by ESL learners in Sri
Lanka were sinalyzed for determiming the nequisition of grummmimi
morphemes The resulls showed an order of morpheme production
‘elose to the order of acguisition of English grammatical morphemes
by ESL leamers with diverse L1 bickgrounds i previpus mscarch,
The findings are discussed in terms of the pedagogical implications
for curnculim design, lesson mptenial preparstion dand sogeestions
for futire research n this freld,



