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S Lanka's demograplie transition compared (o other developing:
countries has been very rupid und now the eotinery hus resched the
last stage of 115 population transition characiérised by the trend'of
having an mereasing top heavy population pyramid, Smnmg from the
fare 19405 1o the 19805 the coumry was grappling with the heavy
child dependency. Tnthis pertid, the country's health care system toa
wity gedred more owards the caring af mothers and children in almose:
all the aspects, and this trend 1s still unnllnumg ITrespechive ufﬂw
rephid chunges taken place in the cotntry’s populition struclure more
towaeds having an increasing percentage of elderly persons in the
poplation leading 10 increased prevalence ol chronie diseuses and
disability.  In this changeover, an urgent need has ansen 1o gear the
health care svtem 1o cover the cure of enormously imcredsing the
Aged. Apan (fom demagraphic transition, other important phenomend
such as rapidly increasing prices of medicine. equipment and’
consultavon inanenvironment of speadily breaking down of ieadivional
family svatem. lack of prstindtons] Tecilities Tor caring eldérs,
mcreasing dnegual distribtion of income, and not having a H‘mi#l
sectmity systerm spread enough o cover thie aged warmnt paying s :
attention ty the health care of the aged.

Key words:  Population structure, demographic transition. ageing.
expopential growth and Health Care



