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Dancing Costumes on the Timber Paintings in the
Karagampitiya Temple Sermon Hall (Dharma Mandapaya)

U. Hettige', A. U. Sudasinghe®

l'o the south of Dehiwala is Subodharama Road on the landside of Galle Road.
About 200 metres along this narrow road, located on a small hillock, is the historical
Kuragampitiya Buddhist temple with its statues and paintings standing for over 300
years. The image hall wall paintings belong to the third quarter of the 19" century.
One of the most important paintings is found in the sermon hall on right side to the
image hall. The sermon hall is furbished in polished timber most beautifully and
Carry paintings as well. In this timber paintings, several dancing figures are found.
I'nch dancing figure is different from each other in dancing styles, costumes etc.
I'he classical dance forms are associated with the performance of various rituals
Al ceremonies which are centuries old and are based on the folk religion and folk
heliels going back to times before the advent and acceptance of Buddhism by the
HInhalese people. The costumes of the dancing figures are of special significance.

I'he objective of this study was to examine the dancing figures with special emphasis
(00l style, headdress, jewelry, European cultural and social influence, Sri Lankan
ihditional cultural and social influence and other influences on the costumes. In
Alddition to historical and archeological evidence, data was collected from field
uliwervations and. personal interview methods. Sri Lankan traditional, Tamil,
Fufopean and multi cultural influences were identified. All these areas were analyzed
It each individual painting. Principal sources of the most significant were discussed
I detail,

I ¢y words: Dancing figures, Costumes, Cultural, Style
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