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Cantainers used to store and transport. proprietary
indigenous medical preparations (a survey conducted
in the national museum)

Abstract

Higtorical sources mmvidn avidance towards #n e'rﬂzam -patiarn of heaitn
preservation and system ol medwme which astad from ancien! imes n S
Larnka Tha-tradipmal physicins: h.sn(ﬂ vEsd containens knpamias heppa o
karandu (pill boxes) made from vanous mnlenals such as god] siver cappe
woc from buffalo Horrs 10 store proprietsry Indigensis medicinn Incasa ot
amargancy, the traditignal physiclans Used hess Cuialhets for odig
trangportation, Howsser, 1he malaial srirmaniy User 1 make thess optainars
hiaa 40l Bisen investigatd systermaticaily. Ths the dim of this Study was 4 find
oul the prmanly used natedal rough furey At Matoial Musgum by mnans of
a:armmnn the Hi'ﬂ#fﬁry ahed mugatmn ol cariaiere. l-:m-v*lnr; i i roas,
Thﬁ fimmber of pikboxes mads from horms-snoe) ta 57 % | i wony 24 %,

from coconul hiasks 3.8 %, trom wins ahals 28 %, and from wooden matenal
14 %, Theratore it s coanfirmed thartho e hoens hed beenmione freguerin
utifizes for prodomng oniainers: This raiora) DNECE Was e A CeUa N
[ L 2k U Elo B sontainaes 28 Hnns I et ol ool ol sitsa FADE T
E W Aalking -stcE |12:2%) and &8 decasttes{a ), s aise avicen ihas s
imateial (hUtals heam) B mcrecsiibabib for ollfpesas of slaring inkibspous
medichie. Analysis of chiemical sontents of the ntaks hats |5 sugpsstad T
tulfthar masenoh | byl fiors dm uses 48 & marmnal ol contasnnes which ame

nnvimnmental fi‘iwiy. it provides-gn addiionel moame 4o the mamfantuer
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Introduction _ _
Historical and archealogleal seyrces have proved
that S0 Lanka has inherited heallh protectiva

palterns: and medical systoms, which have
tarived fram Ume mmamorial

During the reign of king Pandmdahhaya (4" century
BE), sleps hitl basn Laken praserve health of the
masses®  King Buddhdasa. {3 % century AC)
wheo was alko inwolved in the hiold of madicing
apuert from ms ie as ancadmmistraon of the-slat:
publisheda medicalis trogtise; by the famo of
SarallinSangratiava, written, In Sanskrils
Archasslogical excavations: have canfirmed that,
this first hospitel in the wolld was constructed in
Mitinthate: and apart from this, ihere have beon
Nospitabs sl incationg spuh s at Alabana Binvonn
Polonnaruwa and Mediriginya . Buring these

excavalions; alarge numbar of variod sirumants
supposed L have Begn Ltillzed by the hdigenous:
physiciars have boen discoverad and it has been,
[urther confirmed that they hava bean presared.

tram metils such as ot

The swdy of tha collecton of ErtifEets inthe
anthropdiogical and sthandlaglical seationd of

theNatinnal Mussuim OF Sri Linka realll thatl [fems
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~'Bufiate hern, Cnnmlnem_ ?rgrufmtar; ‘rni;hgmm;tua Merdicis)

made by buffalo-homs . nsed: for stanpg, cropEms
Inthgenous meicines dukng the 17 12180 cpntliy
Take precedence, because (15 feronntae vallis
67 % |1 s possible- g have heen qven o
promineEnt siatus:

We ara 2ls0 in 8 positlon @ prasant amplo
avicanee that there-had boen o continuous (iny
batwaan mid and e tromeths onagin oF Himan
civilization. From archasdlogical excavations,

ronducted within territories Belenging: 1o

Mohoncajam and: Harappa-civilizations which am
congidercd Highly adluansod durlng e penod 2500
~1500°8.C | has been noted that the angiant e
Sefenging to the Patealible penod ton 2 Has usest

tools: made of cow horne:

While & rramingnt stabls 38 dochedisd 1 e ol
from among mammals that Helped the
maintenance of humasn challzation for along panorn
of time: . there aredactors to justifythatils homs
Have Hban made usod fosthe- urbar mentionp

Tl pinsas

1 As a weanon



TGAVAT 20tk L4 1L G2
WAL W | e
2 A3 storing - ol far purposes of stoting
different substances.

L1 dinglionskapos -substances such
a5 £8lt  Uked ds & substance of
stanng: and transporting

&2 For purposas of storing expiosive
chanticals.

24 Forpurpdsés of storng Ayurveds
medigines:

i As 3 clivlizal ool (Far extracting Hldod),
b Far purposes: of manufacturing @ :handle

g frame o a tool orapecal instriiment 8
speciacls frame 10 tabicale e khandln &f
firtrms as Ihat of 2 sward, daager, knifo
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For purposes of manufacturing drtistc
ltems which could be Used o decorate &
hauss il a|l thase activilies were (o be
garried  out, tho: man should have
passessad the tdchnical knowledge of
shamdaciuring implements wilh (e aild of
cow horns, When fabrcating implements
ot cattle homs: they had the ability to shaps
e articles Ly heating them agcording 1o
their reglirementsd

Objectives
The abjptiives of Iha study inchidad

= Find sut wiich materal was printanly wsed
la manufaciuog tha containrgs that werg
utillzed. to store and transparl the
praprietary (ndigenous medicine:

« Sughest lurther resedrch (hal (5 implortam
ta find oul the physicil & chemical qualites
of the mataral pnmanly used

Material and methods

»  Acollection of containers ullilzed during the
pariad of 17" — 1an caphiry AC 15 to he
abserved In the Anthropological &
Ethnologital saalion b1 the Natlonal
Museum,

= Inventory - tha details of the containers-

= Comparng the inventory firstwith collention
of e GontaEiners.

+ Taking photographs in support of the
fin2ings;
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Table 1: Number of the containers according to
materiai used

The resolt shows Duffalo hom s the most witely
usged: matenal

Material Num ber S
I Boid =
2 Siver Z B
3. Bullalo horng 1 64 a8
A Wary 2 24.hE
fiCacanul Husk 377
0. Turtle-Shell 4 b B g ¢
7 Wanden Matarial 1 (=1

Table 2: According to shape - iwhich were made

fram the butfala harps)
Bhapa Mumted b
Shape vt Hom 28 A30%
Clretita 2 S211%
Shape of w 2lking stick & 5
Sha e of varous: A i 5. 06%

Table 3: The number of containars usod for
different purpoases (which were made from tha
huffalo horns)

Pur s Numbad %
AS-§ W oapan 2% A0 /3
As -3 waking stick B Y&d
Asanm articla far Decors o 33 a7

Discussion & Gonclusion

Actorhing to the-survey ondibcted 4l the Nalional
Muogeum, Il baa ean revaled that the traditional
physicians. usad hotn contiiners on |arge scale
{6G.8H:%) during that penod:

1. Buffaio haorn containers were Used on large
scale (66.88% ) It wes observed Ihat buffalo
horn containgrs ware used-as a weapon
{4081 %) Instrumant of soit-detansa.

2. The comparments (2. 10} could be sbservad
in all of the horn shape:containers. Tha
smallest comrartmant was 1.5 ¢ 2 1.5 dm
x 2 b in'siza.

3. Sinco containers ‘manufactured tram
alephant tUshe 100 ame In the colléctian, |
would reveal the wealth and social status of
the traditional physician,
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4 A peculiartanture s that compodments have:
Bl 0 wWeapon lype containers

. Tp manufaciure the contalners, butfals horms:
zn & were utilized in Sn Lanka, possibly
bacauseo those wesa gdslly’” availlable and
atso comparatively larger in proportion than
huffale homs

Tharetoro sultabllity of contdingrs made 6 bufalg
horns Should te further investigated. A liriher
research could be-carried eut 1o find the-physicak
and chemical bohaaoral pattery of the primary
silbatances of the buffalg ko,

Refoerences:

1. EIHGF THe Annoal Hepor o tve Afchi ol cai
ultivny of Selom for (1510 amd 218117

2 Ciifferd sivd JldGlly, Physodl Anthropttogy and
scausiogy TAM editlon p. 223 (1958) Mew York.

A0 Flery el AL fECIE WG (NP EUETION 10 ity
Flaleiipis ang Technblogy  chaptsd 12, ppis3 =
155, [198%), Lotdan

4. SinMaieMabawansays; 10 ehaptar 91100
wBrgds) Rav, Hikkaduwe o  Sumangala gnd
Panail Batwantudawe, Colombe (1067)

5 ShHals’ Mahawansayal 370 chapler (105174
weises ) Hev. Hikkaduwe Srl Sumabgals and
Fandil Batuwantudawe, Colombo (1686T7)

- LNESCO — 8 Lanks Prajsel of tha dllti=al
Trangle - Fittn Archeslogical Eccayation =epad
Alghara Firveng Proect Pollonpares, Juiy =
Decerbicr {1363)

JUARAL idins (| s



